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(On February 2, 1956, Dr. Bella V. Dodd testified in executive 
session during hearings held by the Senate Permanent Subcom- 
mittee on Investigations on Communist ownership of GI schools. 
This testimony was made public on April 20, 1956, by members of 
the subcommittee and follows below :) 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1956 


Unirep Srates SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS, 
OF 'THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met at 11: 15 a. m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 
41, agreed to February 21, 1955, and Senate Resolution 202, agreed to 
F ebruary 1, .1956, in room 357 of the Senate Office Building, ‘Senator 
John L. McClellan (chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senator John L. McClellan, Democrat, Ark.; Senator 
Heury M. Jackson, Democrat, Washington ; Senator Stuart Syming- 
ton, Democrat, Missouri; Senator Sam J. Ervin, Democrat, North 
Carolina. 

Also present: Robert F. Kennedy, chief counsel to the subcommit- 
tee; James N. Juliana, chief counsel to the minority; Paul J. Tierney, 
assistant counsel; Ruth Y. Watt, chief clerk. 

The CuatrMAN. The committee will come to order. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at the convening of the hear- 
ing were Senators McClellan, Symington, and Ervin.) 

The Cuatrman. Will you be sworn, please? Dr. Dodd, do you 
solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give before this Senate 
Investigating Subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Dr. Dopp. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF DR. BELLA V. DODD 


The CuHarkMAn. Will you please state your name and your place 
of residence and present occupation, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. Bella V. Dodd, 152 Kast 27th Street, New York City; and 
I am an attorney, a practicing attorney in New York City. I teach 
at the St. Johns Law School. I teach labor law. 

The CiramrMan. Counsel, will you proceed ? 

Mr. Kennepy. Mrs. Dodd, you were a member of the Communist 
Party; were you? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Kennepy. From 1943 to 1949. 

7 
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Dr. Dopp. I was a member of the Communist Party longer than 
that, but I had a card from 1942 to 1949. I worked with the Com- 
munist movement from 1932 to 1949. 

Mr. Kennepy. And 

Dr. Dopp. I was expelled in 1949, and I have not been near the party 
for a considerable time. 

Mr. Kennepy. Were you a member of the national executive coun- 
cil of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Dopp. I was a member of the national committee, which is the 
top elected committee of the party, at that time consisting of about 55 
members. 

Mr. Kennepy. Was that the group that sort of ran the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Dr. Dopp. Well, it made the policy for the Communist Party, and 
there is an executive committee which is called the national board, and 
I was not a member of the national board, I was a member of the New 
York State board and I was a member of certain of the subcommittees 
of the national board, however. That is, such as the women’s com- 
mittee, and the education committee, and I functioned on the labor 
committee and a number of others from time to time. 

Mr. Kennepy. From whom did that committee receive its instruc- 
tions or its guidance ? 

Dr. Dopp. The national committee was the top policymaking body 
of the party, elected at its regular conventions, just as you have Na- 
tional Republican Party and National Democratic Party, so this was 
similar to that, except that the national board was its executive body 
and that met day by day and made decisions, presumably carrying 
out the decisions of the national committee, but very often, of course, 
bringing in their own decisions and their own plans, but they were 
subject to check by the national committee. 

Mr. Kennepy. How many were on the board ? 

Dr. Dopp. The board consisted of anywhere between 10 and 12. 

Mr. Kennepy. And they were the real 

Mr. Dopp. They were the real corps of workers, and they were both 
the committee that carried out the decisions of the national committee, 
of 55 members, and they were also the administrators. For instance, 
1 of the 10 would be the national secretary in charge of membership, 
and 1 would be the national secretary in charge of labor, and 1 would 
would be in charge of education and 1 would be in charge of publi- 

‘ations, but together they worked on the same floor of the building of 
the party where it was housed and they held meetings together day by 
day to make decisions on problems that arose day by day. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did they in turn often receive their instructions 
from the Communist Party in the Soviet Union, for instance? 

Dr. Dopp. There is no doubt that that happened, although that was 
never made a matter of public discussion. It was neither in the na- 
tional committee or even in the small committees. What happened 
was that certain people-like Gene Dennis, secretary of the party for 
a while, or Earl Browder, would come in with a proposal, either to 
the national board or to the national committee, and we would know 
then that some word had been received from Moscow, or from France, 
or from the Cominform. Nobody would ask any questions about it, 
and it was just a question, they brought in a proposal as to how to do 
things, or proposal for a change of line, and the national committee 
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then weighed the pros and cons, and discussed it, and most of the time, 
of course, rubberstamped it. As you know, the Communist Party 
operates on a theory called democratic centralism. That is a very 
fancy term, really meaning that it is highly centralized in the top 
committee, the national board, and in the national committee, and 
they call it democratic because presumably the national committee 
and the State committees and all of the local committees have a right 
to review anything which comes down from the top. But change in 
policy is made by the top, and sent down, and then supposedly it is 
reviewed and sent back to the top with any additions or corrections 
which are made. 

The CuatrmMan. Do I understand that when Earl Browder and 
folks like that would come in and make a suggestion, it was generally 
understood or taken for granted that that was orders from Moscow ¢ 

Dr. Dopp. It was generally understood that they were operating 
within the framework of the International. 

The Cuatrman. They seldom wanted to admit it among themselves, 
that that was true. 

Dr. Dopp, They did not say so, because there are on every level of 
the Communist Party, certain innocents who would be appalled by 
that kind of open declaration. For instance, on the national com- 
mittee on which I served, there was a very fine young lady from 
Minnesota, who was a writer, and she was as innocent as can be, and 
naive as can be, and she would have been appalled if that thing had 
been spelled out, but when the line was proposed by Earl Browder, 
or by Foster, or by Gene Dennis, with the arguments for and against, 
with the implication that the times had changed and that a new ap- 
proach was required, she would accept it. 

There were others of that kind, who sort of decorated even the 
national committee. Now, those of us who served on the national 
committee and also served within the apparatus, in the administration, 
were not as naive as that, but those who just served on the national 
committee and just went home, some of them did tend to be naive. 

The Cuatrman. There was no doubt in your mind, in your position 
as to what was happening. 

Dr. Dopp. When I achieved the position on the national committee, 
there was no doubt in my mind, but there was before, and I must 
admit that all of the time I served on the local committees, and worked 
with the teachers’ union, and TAFL and CIO factions, all of the time 
I worked in the mass organizations, I had doubts about that. I thought 
the Communist Party was an indigenous radical party of the left, 
dedicated to improving conditions in this country. Once I became a 
member of the national committee, there was no doubt in my mind as 
to its being an appendage, and part and parcel of the whole inter- 
national apparatus. 

For one thing, at the national conventions of the party, we always 
had a representative of the Communist International who would be 
secret and not to be advertised, but who would give greetings and who 
would sort of give the stamp of approval and for another thing, there 
were many changes in policy which could not have occurred if they 
were just on the basis of the American needs. 

The Cuatrman., All right. 
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Mr. Kennepy. Was there a change in the attitude of the Communist 
Party after the Second World War and for the years of peace from 
1945 on to 1949, while you were a member # 

Dr. Dopp. There was no doubt that there was a drastic change. 
Throughout the world war, the Communists, of course, once the Soviet 
Union was attacked, were more patriotic than the patriots, They 
worked overtime to do all of the things which were expected or ap- 
posedly expected of us, such as give to the blood bank and buy bonds, 
and serve on committees, and so on. 

After the Teheran Conference, when Roosevelt and Stalin and the 
others met, we were given to understand by Earl Browder there would 
be a period of 100 years of peace in the world, that there would be this 
sort of mutual coexistence, and that the East and West would live 
together and that the idea was to let each system kind of infiltrate the 
other and let the best one win. That was the general idea. We were 
given the idea that this would mean that there would be continued 
cooperation with the Soviet Union after the war was over, and very 
strong cooperation. 

Then in 1945, suddenly in the spring of 1945, suddenly we found 

the DuClos letter printed in the United States without even Browder’s 
knowing about it, in the World-Telegram, as a matter of fact, and it 
turned out to be a reprint or translation of an article which had been 
printed in the French Communist Theoretical Journal, the Cabier du 
Communisme, and that DuClos letter just threw consternation in the 
party. 
' We knew then that a change of policy had occurred in Moscow, and 
that that change of policy had to be reflected in the American party 
even if certain people who had taken their stand for the Thouan 
policy were to be dropped or to be purged and so on and so forth. 
And the period of 1945 was a period of purge. There was a complete 
realinement in the party, and change of personnel, and the new ap- 
proach was to reestablish the Communist Party as a revolutionary 
party for the purpose of preparing this country for revolution and 
making the revolution when and if the time came. That was with 
a decision to go back to the revolutionary literature, and emphasis 
upon classical Communist literature, and an approach of real aggra- 
vated class struggle in activities in all of the social divisions of Gov- 
ernment, such as Government and the other social divisions such as 
labor and the educational fields, and it would mean problems, political 
problems and so on. In other words, it was a new line of approach; 
whereas before there had been collaboration and cooperation and a 
merging of the so-called advanced democratic forces and the Com- 
munists, now there was to be a radical difference between the two, and 
the party was supposed to go forth, and the face of the party was to 
be known and to show itself, and to hold forth the idea of the revolu- 
tionary movement. 

The Cuamman. The policy was changed from one of cooperation, 
and peaceful cooperation, to one of antagonistic aggression. 

Dr. Dopp. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. Infiltration, and everything to disrupt the Amer- 
ican system. 

Dr. Dopp. One of the most shocking things that happened in the 
1945 convention, one of the things that stuck in my throat and made 

me sit back on my heels, was the fact that this statement was made 
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bluntly by Foster, at the convention, that if necessary, we should even 
be ready to betray the American working class in the interests of the 
world revolution. I had always regarded the Communist Party as 
a party of the working class. 

The Cuamman. A friend of the working class. 

Dr. Dopp. And a party that was to help improve the conditions of 
the working class, but the thing was bluntly stated that the revolu- 
tion came first, and it was world revolution that came first, and if 
necessary, if we had to betray the American working class, we should 
be prepared to do so. 

The Cuatrman. ‘That was contrary to every concept that you had 
of it prior to that time? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. When did you begin to lose your affection for the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Dr. Dopp. Well, you know, Mr. Kennedy, you see straws in the wind 
which, at the time you are going through life, you just put aside and 
say, “Well, it can’t be.” ‘Those straws in the wind I had seen all of 
the way through, but the thing came to a terrific standstill when I 
became a member of the national committee of the party. That was 
in 1944, and that was before the DuClos letter, even, and I think there 
were two things that stuck in my throat. One was the fact that the 
national committee of the Communist Party itself did not impress me 
as the place where the decisions were being made about what was 
roing on. 
fi Here, I had achieved the top echelon in the party, where I thought 
real debate was carried on, and real decisions were made. I discovered 
that the national committee was sort of a rubberstamp for decisions 
which were made by the national board, and then the national board 
itself, I got to know—of course, I knew Gene Dennis and Earl Brow- 
der and Foster very well—did not make its own decisions. 

(Senator Symington entered the room.) 

Dr. Dopp. I discovered that the decisions—for instance, I was very 
much interested in politics, and the whole question of cooperation. I[ 
had been a Democrat in the days before I became a Communist, and 
I knew a lot of the men in the State legislature where I had served as 
a lobbyist for over 10 years, and 1 got to know and I liked some of them 
very well, and I was interested in the fact that the decisions on what 
the party would do, for instance, in collaboration, whether it was the 
Democratic or Republican Party, or with the force of the American 
Labor Party, whom we would support in the campaigns was not de- 
cided on the basis of service of these men to the cause of labor, but was 
decided by some forces outside of the party, and that people like Gene 
Dennis used to wait for word to be given as to what should be done. 

That led up to the whole question of who was really pulling strings, 
and who was using this group of zealots, this group of people ma 
were, some of them, idealists, and who was using it. 

Then the next thing that really threw me was the question of the 
sitdown strike in the Armed Forces. Now, I may have been a Com- 
munist, but I never intended by being a Communist to betray my own 
country, nor to betray the boys that I knew street by street in my own 
town, or my own people; and my husband had been an officer in the 
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First World War, and I had a certain amount of appreciation for his 
love for this country, too, and his service. 

When I saw the pictures of the men who led the campaign for 
the sitdown strike in the Army, to bring the boys back home at the 
end of the war, and realized that by and large they were men whom 
I knew as Communists, and obvious Communists, and not even hidden 
Communists, I knew then that the policy was being made not for the 
interests of the United States but for the interests of a foreign power. 
I knew then that I was, as I said repeatedly, on the threshold of 
treason, even in my supporting this movement. 

The whole use of the race issue was an issue not to even oo the 
conditions of the Negro people or the foreign-born people, whom they 
always said they loved, but the use of the race issue, as it was con- 
templated by the 1945 convention of the party, which reestablished 
the Communist Party as a militant, aggressive, revolutionary party, 
suddenly I realized that zeal of determination for the Negro were not 
empty slogans, but were calculated to create the kind of chaos and 
division between our populations which would create the situation for 
them to exploit. I knew then that I was on the wrong path. 

I began to quarrel with the party on what seemed to be insignificant 
issues, but issues which were within my province, and issues of whom 
we should support in the election campaign, and issues of the question 
of what tax program to support, and issues of the question of educa- 
tion, and the question of the public schools, issues on the labor move- 
ment. 

I was conscious of the fact, for instance, that strikes which could 
have been settled within 3 or 4 days with good will on both sides, 
and I felt the Communist Party should have been sort of intensify- 
ing labor’s consciousness of the need to be honorable in those negotia- 
tions, I found those strikes were prolonged by the party for a longer 
period than need be, and when I raised a question I was told that that 
was to steel the workers so that they would be ready when the time 
came. 

Then I discovered, among the trade-union leaders who were part 
and parcel of the party apparatus and who worked with the party 
debi, such close cooperation with some management that I was 
startled, because on the one front, on the front when it came to the 
workers they were whipping it up for a real class hatred, and at the 
top they were collaborating. This also gave me a sense of the insin- 
cerity and the dishonesty of the whole thing. 

There were many instances which I could multiply, Mr. Kennedy, 
but those are probably the ones that stand out in my mind today. 

The Cuamman. All right; that gives us a general idea about it. 

Mr. Kennepy. Just to finish up that discussion, do you think that 
the Communist Party now is weaker than it was when you left it, in 
this country ? 

Dr. Dopp. No, I don’t think so. I am being opinionated here be- 
cause I don’t have any real basis to judge it. 

The CHamman. We appreciate that, and anything you can say 
that would be helpful to us. 

Dr. Dopp. If the party operated not through its own forces of thirty 
or forty thousand members—there were about 75,000 members when 
Browder was president, and the number went down in 1946-47 to 
about 25,000, but the party never operated just through its own forces. 
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That force was intended to be just the militant, loud noisemaking group 
that could hold firm. The party always operated through parallel 
organizations which it controlled through the top levels, and while I 
see the party itself has somewhat—or at least before the Geneva Con- 
ference, I think the party had been somewhat pulled back because of 
the congressional investigations, and in the course of the trials which 
were held of the Communist Party leaders, I feel that in the last 2 
or 3 months, first of all, the party itself has become more aggressive. 
1 notice, by reading its literature and watching the meetings, that it 
sponsors that it is able once again as a Communist Party to get well- 
known front figures to go to their mass meetings, and to address them, 
and to make statements for them. 

Secondly, these parallel organizations have now achieved a tre- 
mendous power, and these people whom they operated with, they 
have achieved a tremendous power and you see them operating under 
new labels, and new front committees, which you are confident are 
being pulled by the party because you knew how the party operated 
before. 

I am depressed by the fact that we still have in the United States 
the publication of the Daily Worker. 

Senator Symrneton. Could I ask you a couple of questions on 
that? 

Dr. Dopp. May I finish this—and you may say “freedom of the 
press” all you like, but the Daily Worker—and a lot of people say 
we have to have the Daily Worker so we know what they are doing, 
but if that is now the Government of the United States, if that is 
how they have to find out, I am sorry for us. The Daily Worker 
is the guidepost to at least 10,000 people day by day who get their 
directions. They don’t have time to wait for the organizer to come 
around, and that is how the policy must be spread. 

If you are a trade unionist and you follow the party policy, you 
look at the Daily Worker to see what you should do in negotiating, 
and you look at the Daily Worker to find out what resolutions you 
should pass at your conventions, and so on. 

Senator Symineton. Where were you born? 

Dr. Dopp. I was born in Italy. 

Senator Symrneton. And you are married? 

Dr. Dopp. I was married, but my husband is dead. I was married 
to John Dodd. 

Senator Symrneton. Was he a Communist? 

Dr. Dopp. He was never a Communist. And as a matter of fact, 
my husband divorced me because I became a Communist. 

Senator Symineton. When did you join the party ? 

Dr. Dopp. I became active in the party from 1932 on. 

Senator Symineron. When did you join the party ? 

Dr. Dopp. The word “join,” you must learn, Senator Symington, 
you must learn that that is highly exaggerated. 

Senator Symineton. When did you get a card? 

Dr. Dopp. I did not get a card until 1943, when I became a member 
of the national committee. 

Senator Symineton. But you were active from 1932, in the Com- 
munist cause; is that right? 
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Dr. Dopp. Yes; I was not only active, but I was a member in the 
sense I was not allowed to go to meetings, but I did not go to ordinary 
unit meetings, and I was contacted 

Senator Symineton. How old were you when you came to this 
country ? 

Dr. Dopp. Five and a half. 

Senator Symrneron. Where do you live? 

Dr. Dopp. I lived in the Bronx. 

Senator Symineron. Why did you join the party? 

Dr. Dopp. That is a complex thing. I joined the party not all at 
once, and I joined a little at a time, as the standards by which Ameri- 
cans lived were lost to me, and I joined the Communist Party when 
I stopped believing in religion and I stopped believing in God, and 
I joined the Communist Party and I stopped believing that patriotism 
for one country was a desirable thing. That was part of my educa- 
tion. I also became a Communist as I came to the conclusion that the 
Ten Commandments were nothing but a sociological historical thing 
and that each person had the right to make up his own mind as to 
his morality, and how to make decisions. 

When I entered college, the teacher I had, my teacher of literature, 
was active in the pro-Communist movement, and she gave me the 
first literature that I had on the question of revolution; and I did 
not join the party when I was at college, because there was not a 
party there was functioning too openly, and the Communists at that 
time were leather-jacketed, flat-heeled girls who were not very 
popular. 

Senator Symineton. What year did you leave the party? 

Dr. Dopp. I stopped functioning for the party in 1946, and I refused 
to take any salary from the party in 1946. 

Senator Symineton. When did you formally resign ? 

Dr. Dopp. You do not resign, Senator. I stopped functioning for 
the party in 1946, as far as working for them as an employee. How- 
ever, since I was elected to the national committee and to the State 
committee and to various other subcommittees, carrying on to 1948, 
the cutoff date, as far as my name on committees was concerned, is 
1948. They expelled me in June of 1949. 

Senator Symrneron. Did you get your religion back after you left 
the party ? 

Dr. Dopp. Not immediately. It took me 5 years. 

Senator Symineton. You have got it back now? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Senator Symineton. What is your religion ? 

Dr. Dopp. Tam a Roman Catholic. 

Senator Symmeron. An interesting question is this: You say you 
are an Italian, and I understand Italians are over 99 percent Catholic. 

Dr. Dopp. I don’t think that that is correct. That is an exaggera- 
tion. 

Senator Symineton. How much do you think it is, 95 or 96? 

Dr. Dopp. I would say 80 percent. 

Senator Symineton. How do you explain the fact that in, say, 
Turin, the Communist vote is 80 percent ? 

Dr. Dopp. I will. 
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Senator Symineron. How can you be a Catholic and a Communist ? 

Dr. Dopp. The holy father has said that over and over again, that 
you cannot be both. 
~ Senator Symineton. What I am trying to say, we are giving an 
awful lot of money, and Senator Bridges and I went over there into 
Italy, and we were told that over 90 percent, or I thought it was 98 
percent, of the people of Italy were Catholics. How can the largest 
party in Italy be the Communist Party ¢ 

Dr. Dopp. And in France, too. 

Senator Symineron. The French percentage of Catholics isn’t as 
high, but 5 million supported the Communist Party in Italy. How 
can they be both ? 

Dr. Dopp. They cannot, from a religious point of view. A Catholic 
who is a Communist is an anomaly, because the holy father has threat- 
ened them with excommunication if they belong to the party. I 
think 

Senator Symineton. This is a question that I get asked a lot, and 
I am not a Catholic. 

Dr. Dopp. I will try to answer it, as far as I can. I was in Italy in 
the thirties myself, and I went back, just as I was over in Berlin, and 
I decided to visit there, too. But I think that I put it the other way, 
the reason why Italy has not yet become Communist is that you have 
a Catholic Church as strong as it is. 

Senator Symineton. Or because Nenni does not join Togliatti. 

Dr. Dopp. Nenni has worked with Togliatti, but he has become dis- 
credited. 

Senator Symrneron. So if he joins Togliatti, you have a majority 
of the Italians who are Communists. 

Dr. Dopp. Not necessarily, Nenni has lost a great deal, or a tremen- 
dous amount of support as far as the Socialist Party is concerned. 
The Socialist Party has been split, as you know. 

Senator Symineron. Let us not get too far into detail, but the 
question I want to ask, inasmuch as this committee and Members of 
the Senate are interested in foreign aid, we have 21,000 to 75,000 Com- 
munists here, and I think Mr. Hoover says around 21,000 active Com- 
munists, or 22,000. We are giving billions of dollars abroad to coun- 
tries where they have millions and millions of Communists, in those 
countries, of our money, which is earned through profits and taxes. 
What is your comment on that ? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, I don’t believe that we are giving it just to stem 
the Communist tide. I think some of the money is being given for 
other reasons. As you well know, I think some of the money is being 
given to help stimulate international trade, and I think whatever 
money is 

Senator Symineton. One of the chief reasons we give it is that 
they tell us that if we don’t give it, the country will go Communist, 
and what is your reaction to that ? 

Dr. Dopp. I think—I don’t think that we ought to buy people, and 
T can’t give an answer to that question completely, because I don’t 
know what our line of defenses are, If we need strategic ports or 
bases for the purpose of stopping a Communist attack on this coun- 
try, if and when they begin marching across Europe, then I would not 
understand how much money should be given and what amount. 
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But to give money just to stem the coming of communism is to me 
a futile kind of thing. We don’t stem communism just by buying 
eople. 

# enator Symineton. We have billions and billions of dollars in 
France, a country you mentioned, and we have hundreds and hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in Italy, and they say in order to protect 
our investments which are military and otherwise in those countries, 
primarily military, we have got to give them even more of this money. 
What is your reaction ? 

Dr. Dopp. My reaction to this is that I was shocked to see the 
American contracts for war products were given to Italy, when 
Communist workers were going to make it. 

Senator Symineron. The answer is, do you think that we should 
stop that—or the question is, do you think that we should stop giving 
that money, or do you think that we should continue it? Do we effec- 
tively prevent communism and preserve our own military installations 
by the continuation of foreign aid, in your opinion, or do we not? 

Dr. Dopp. As to whether the money is essential for protecting the 
United States from the point of view of military security, I cannot 
answer that. I am not informed. But as to giving money to stop 
communism from going on, I think that that is largely cthaiiiiedied. 

Senator Symineron. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Kennepy. I do not know whether you have got an answer to 
your first question, why there was so many Communists in Italy, so 
many Catholics who were Communists. 

Dr. Dopp. This is off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Dr. Dopp. As far as I know, there are many people who just don’t 
understand the nature of this thing called communism. They sep- 
arate it from the question of, or theory of, the nature of man. Now, 
if you believe in Christianity, or in Judaism, whichever it is, you 
believe in man as a part of God Himself, and it was a soul going back 
to God. Now, if that is part and parcel of your belief, you cannot be 
a Communist. There are many people who separate their religion 
Pots P81 from their economics and politics. That is where the 
trouble begins to come in. 

In Italy, your Communist Party in Italy was so hugely financed, 
and so terrifically financed that they were able to have beautiful litera- 
ture. You saw packages of the election material, which is out of this 
world, such as the Christian Democrats and the others could not afford 
to put out. They had the money to run the elections. Secondly, we, 
our American policy at the beginning was a false policy, of com- 
pelling the minority groups to form coalitions with the Communists. 
In compelling the Italians to form coalitions with the Communists 
we gave to the Communists the labor movement in Italy, because the 
Confederation of Labor is still run by the Communists. That is, even 
though they are split on a political front, there is pretty much of a 
unity on the economic or labor front. There are a few independent 
unions, and there are some nibblings beginning to be established, but 
they control the labor movement. 

If they control the labor movement and a man’s job depends upon 
what the labor leaders say, well, the church can’t guarantee him a job, 
and that is one of the problems. I wish Senator Symington were here, 
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because that is one of the problems that he should be aware of from 
his section of the country. I know a little bit about that. 

Mr. Kennepy. When you were a member of the Communist Party, 
did you know Dr. Rubinstein ¢ 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Was she a member of the party, or did she tell you 
she was a member of the party ? 

Dr. Dopp. Now here again, I never saw her card, and she did not 
attend Communist meetings at party headquarters with me, but I dealt 
with her as a party member and we talked about the party, and we 
were both loyal to the party, and I regarded Rubinstein as a fine 
person. And I might say I still do regard her as a fine person, even 
though she is misguided and wrong on the question of communism, 
if she still is a Communist, which I don’t know. 

The Cuarrman. Well, the question is, at the time that you knew her, 
she was, to you, a Communist who worked with you as such, and you 
discussed the Communist philosophy, and the Cenemenaiaa line, and 
the Communist objectives. 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

The CuarrmMan. And you were in accord, 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. She taught at the Jefferson School of Social Science. 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. And do only Communist Party members teach there ? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, in teaching any subject matter which had any real 
content, that is true. Occasionally there would be a non-Communist 
teaching a subject like how to make a dress, or how to make plates, 


or how to make ceramics, there might be a non-party person, but 
to teach politics or literature in general, you would have to be a 
party member. They would not take a chance on having you teach 
an un-Marxist approach to literature. 

Mr. Kennepy. When was the last time that you knew Dr. Rubin- 
stein as en a member of the Communist Party, or understood her 


to be under Communist Party discipline? 

Dr. Dopp. Some time in the period of 1946 or 1947. That was 
largely because I became involved in helping her to negotiate a con- 
tract with the teachers’ union, and as a matter of fact, she called me 
in, as a person to help arbitrate, and she said the teachers’ union, which 
was at that time dominated and controlled and run by the Commu- 
nists, was being very harsh tothem. You may say, “Well, why would 
a Communist union be harsh to a Communist employer ?” ell, at 
the lower echelons in the Communist Party, the class struggle theory 
is so Sharp that they did not understand the fact that you might have 
a Communist employer who was hiring a Communist teacher. And 
they did not understand there should be more amicable relations. I 
felt the teachers’ union people were being unfair, and they were asking 
for conditions which were higher than in any other of the private 
schools which they had been unable to organize, and therefore, I 
agreed to act as a mediator between herself and the teachers’ union. 

The Carman; That union was dominated by Communists? 

Dr. Dopp. It was run completely by Communists. 

The Cuarrman. But they did not understand that they might be 
making demands beyond the party’s approval, I guess. 
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Dr. Dopp. Well, of course, there were a lot of young men teaching 
there that had just come out of the war and they were very sharp, 
and very militant, and it was hard to get them to understand. 

* * * * * * * 


Mr. Kennepy. Did you also know Burne Hogarth, from the Car- 
toonists and Illustrators? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, sir. : 

Mr. Kennepy. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Dopp. Hogarth—again, I never saw his card, and I never 
worked with him in a closed apparatus meeting, but I worked with 
him on organizing community welfare, and we talked about the party 
and the party structure and the party decisions on it, and he carried 
them out, and he was a militant fighter for the party position. 

I would have no reason to believe he was not a member of the party 
at the time. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever hear he had broken from the Com- 
munist Party? 

Dr. Dopp. No. 

Mr. Kennepy. If someone had broken with the party, was that 
understood or known by the other members ? 

Dr. Dopp. Very few people who became active in a union or in 
a school system or anything else, who broke with the party, would 
not be publicized by the party, at least to the members so that they 
would oooh that this man was not to be trusted. While it is true 


that some people join the party and walk out of it, the general casual 
coming and going, those were not people who had achieved any posi- 
tion in any professional or any fixed organization of the party. 

Mr. Kennepy. Burne Hogarth would be in that category ? 


Dr. Dopp. He would be in that category. 

Mr. Kennepy. So that if he had broken with the Communist Party, 
that would have been known among the rest of the party ? 

Dr. Dopp. I assume it would have been known. 

Mr. Kennepy. Under ordinary circumstances. 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, was it a policy or did you hear it or know it 
as a policy during this period of time, for the Communist Party to 
try to organize these veterans’ schools ? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. In order to supplement the income of the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Dr. Dopp. It was not so much to supplement the money of the Com- 
munist Party, although that money was one of the things the party 
was always interested in finding, but for the purpose of having some 
control over the veterans themselves. 

Mr. Kennepy. That was a policy of the Communist Party right 
after the war? ‘ 

Mr. Dopp. Yes, and in September of 1945 the national committee 
of the Communist Party made a very strong—or had a very strong 
meeting on the question of veterans’ affairs. It was one of the things 
that we must get into, all of the legitimate veterans’ affairs, and 
at that time the decision was to get into the American Legion, and 
some of us objected very strenuously, and we said we did not think 
that the Legion could be used for Communist purposes, but the de- 
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cision was made that the American Legion and VFW and anything 
else that the veterans would be legitimately organized in. 

The Cuamman. And the schools were specifically discussed ? 

Dr. Dopp. The schools were not in existence, but subsequent to that 
the New York District of the Communist Party, under Bob Thomp- 
son, who was himself a veteran, and who was head of the New York 
District, took an active part in organizing a New York District Vet- 
erans’ Committee for the purpose of getting into the veterans’ schools, 
and into all veterans’ activities. 

Mr. Kennepy. Was it also to organize schools themselves for this 
purpose, these small trade schools? ; ; a 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, and the party through certain of its legitimate offi- 
cials which were in the trade union movement, or through some of 
its people interested in making money and running private schools, 
would help to organize them, the veterans’ schools. 

Mr. Kennepy. I have just one more question. 

Dr. Dopp. There was one school that I remember offhand, and I 
don’t remember too many of them, and that was the one that was 
located at 13 Astor Place, and it was on the seventh floor, and it was a 
radio and television school, and part of the ownership of that thing 
I understand, was in the hands of men like Dave Lavingston and 


Osman, who were the leaders of the local 65, and Communist leaders 
of the local 65. 
Mr. Juttana. It was the Pierce School of Radio and Television. 
Dr. Dopp. I don’t know; it was in the same place the union was in. 
It was a very lucrative school, because I remember the local 65 owns 
that whole building, and the Teacher’s Union used to be on the fifth 
floor, and as a matter of fact, they gave us a dispossessed notice so 


they could use more space for their veterans’ school. 

Mr. Jurr1ana. That was called Tom Mooney Hall, was it not? 

Dr. Dopp. It is still called Tom Mooney Hall, but I understand, 
there has been a change in the union. 

Mr. Kennepy. You know about the California Labor School ? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. They taught Marxism there. 

Dr. Dopp, The California Labor School was part and parcel of the 
whole chain of Marxist schools to be established by the party and the 
policy was made in 1943 and 1944. The first of these schools was the 
Jefferson School in New York, which I had a part in setting up. I 
must confess that at that time I did not realize how wide the chain 
was going to become, and the purpose was that, as Browder explained 
it to us, during this period of coexistence with the Teheran policy, 
where the United States and Soviet Union were going to be working 
openers we would need some adult schools for the purpose of training 
adults in Marxism and Leninism. 

It was, in each case, to try to make them as broad as possible and 
yet retain their Marxist character, and to try to get the labor movement 
in it, if you could. In New York we could not get the labor move- 
ment in except for the periphery, the real leftwingers, because the 
labor movement was pretty much tied down by the A. F. of L. and 
CIO. But wherever they could get the labor movement, they would 
get the labor movement in, and in the California Labor School they 
were more successful than they were in New York. 
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Senator Ervin. Is it a fair statement that you were attracted to 
communism because you considered it afforded an instrumentality by 
which to correct what you considered to be evils and inequities in 
American society ¢ 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Senator Ervin. And you joined it without any knowledge of its for- 
eign influence which ultimately controlled it? 

Dr. Dopp. I drifted into it and I said to myself, “I will work with 
these people to improve these conditions, and if later on I find it in- 
convenient I will get out,” but I discovered that there is no easy way 
of getting out, there is a point of no return. 

Senator Ervin. That 1s all. 

The Carman. Dr. Dodd, we wish to thank you very much, and 
we will not prolong this. I am sure that you could give us more in- 
formation and it would be quite interesting and helpful to us, but 
we do have to be on the floor in about 7 minutes, and I personally, 
and I know every member of the committee, wants to thank you and 
tell you we really appreciate your cooperation. 

Mr. Jutrana. Could I make one brief statement now? In 1951 or 
1952, Dr. Dodd’s problem became part of my official activities when I 
was in the FBI, and I followed her activities while a Communist and 
after she left the Communist Party. I think that she should be highly 
commended by the American people for the wonderful job she has 
done in aiding Government agencies in her country. 

The Carman. I am sure that we all feel that way about it, Dr. 
Dodd. Thank you very much. 

(Whereupon, at 12:10 p. m., the subcommittee recessed, to recon- 
vene at the call of the Chair.) 





COMMUNIST OWNERSHIP OF GI SCHOOLS 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1956 


Untrep Srares SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS, 
OF THE CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met at 1:40 p. m., pursuant to Senate Resolution 
41, agreed to February 21, 1955, and Senate Resolution 202, agreed to 
February 1, 1956, in room 357, Senate Office Building, Senator Henry 
M. Jackson, presiding. 

Present: Senator John L. McClellan, Democrat, Arkansas, chair- 
man; Senator Henry M. Jackson, Democrat, Washington; Senator 
Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin; Senator George H. 
Bender, Republican, Ohio. 

Also present: Robert F. Kennedy, chief counsel; Paul J. Tierney, 
assistant counsel; James N. Juliana, counsel to the minority; Ruth Y. 
Watt, chief clerk. 

(Senators present in the hearing room: Senator Jackson and Sena- 
tor Bender.) 

Senator Jackson. The committee will come to order. 

The first witness this afternoon is Miss Annette T. Rubinstein. 

Wiil you come forward, please ? 

Will you stand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Miss Ruprnsre1n. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ANNETTE T. RUBINSTEIN 


Senator Jackson. Miss Rubinstein, if the photographers bother 
you, under our rules you have a right, while you are testifying, to ask 
that no pictures be taken. I will leave that to your own judgment. 
I just wanted to advise you of the rules that apply. 

You are represented here by your counsel ? 

Miss Rusrnstern. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. And will you state his name? 

Miss Rustnste1n. Mr. Joseph Forer. 

ca Jackson. Are you representing Miss Rubinstein in this 
case ¢ 

Mr. Forer. Yes, I do. 

Senator Jackson. You have appeared before this committee before, 
as counsel ¢ 

Mr. Forer. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. You are fully familiar with the rules of. the 
subcommittee ¢ 
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Mr. Forer. Unless they have changed this last session, which I don’t 
believe they have. 

Senator Jackson. You are aware that you can get a copy of the 
rules. 

Mr. Foner. I didn’t know that they were in writing. 

Senator Jackson. Did you say you did not know that they were 
in writing ? 

Mr. Forer. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. They are in writing. They have been, all the 
time. 

Mr. Kennepy. We will give you a copy. 

Mr. Forer. Thank you. I will treasure it. 

Senator Jackson. The subcommittee, Miss Rubinstein, has been 
looking into the question of Communist infiltration into GI schools 
that have contracts with the Veterans’ Administration, and are paid 
by the Veterans’ Administration for making available courses of 
instruction that have been approved by the Veterans’ Administration. 

The purpose of the meeting this afternoon is a continuation of a 
previous public session in which this subcommittee has taken testimony 
on this question. 

The reason that you are here this afternoon is that you are under 
subpena in connection with this general subject of investigation with 
which this committee is concerning itself. 

There are allegations that the school known as the Robert Louis 
Stevenson School is owned and operated—was at least from 1946 until 
1952, owned and operated by persons or person who were members 
of the Communist Party, or associated with organizations that are 
on the Attorney General’s list. This school has received substantial 
sums of money. 

The allegation is that the school had received substantial sums of 
money for payment pursuant to contract with the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration from the period 1946 until 1952. 

I have made this preliminary statement to acquaint you with the 
nature of this inquiry so that you can be prepared to testify at this 
time. 

Miss Ruprystern. May I ask, Is the committee interested in the 
past? As you probably know, I have had no connection with any 
school for almost 4 years. 

Senator Jackson. Yes; you heard my statement? 

Miss Ruprnsrern. Yes, 

Senator Jackson. We said we were looking into the activities of 
the school from 1946 to 1952, the Robert Louis Stevenson School at 
246 West 80th Street, New York City. The questions of the commit- 
tee this afternoon will be directed largely to that period of time. 

Miss Rusrnstern. I was just curious as to the purpose of a con- 
gressional committee in that since it cannot very well legislate about 
what has already happened. 

Senator Jackson. Sometimes the committee can learn a lot about 
a matter here that could result in some very helpful legislation. Ap- 
parently there has been, up to now, a lack of legislation in this field, 
and this committee is pursuing it for the purpose of legislation. 

Senator Benper. There are three committees, one, the Appropria- 
tions Committee that appropriates money. ‘Two, the Ways and Means 
Committee that determines how taxes will be raised. And, three, 
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the Government Operations Committee, that checks to see how Gov- 
ernment money has been spent. So that irrespective of legislation it 
is our business to determine whether or not the Government’s money 
was spent wisely. 

Senator Jackson. Miss Rubinstein, where were you born? 

Miss Runrnstern. New York City. 

Senator Jackson. What is your educational background? 

Miss RusrnstTern. Well, I went to the Woodmere Academy, Wood- 
mere, Long Island, and then to Lawrence High School and on 
ton Square College in New York University, where I got my B. 5. 
Then I got my M. A. and Ph. D. at Columbia University in New York 
City. 

Senator Jackson. So you have a doctor’s degree? 

Miss Rustnstetn. Doctor in philosophy from Columbia. 

Senator Jackson. What has been your occupation since your grad- 
uation from 

Miss RuBINSTEIN. 
lege. Essentially a teacher—teacher and lecturer. 
ture, but essentially a teacher. 

Senator Jackson. Where did you teach? 

Miss Rusrnster. First I taught in New York University in phi- 
losophy. Then I was at the Robert Louis Stevenson School from 
1934 to 1952. That is my major. 


New York University, Washington Square Col- 
Teacher of litera- 


Senator JACKSON. 
Miss RUBINSTEIN. 
Senator JACKSON. 
Miss RuBINnsTEIN. 
Senator JAcKson. 
Miss RuBInsTEIN. 
Senator JACKSON. 
Miss RuptnsTeEINn. 
Senator JACKSON. 
Miss RupiInstTeEIn. 


As a teacher? 

Teacher and principal. 

And as owner from 1946—— 

From 1934. 

You owned the school from 1934? 
To 1952, right. 

Were you the sole owner ? 

Yes. 

No one else had any ownership in it? 


Senator Jackson. 
you graduate from New 


No. 
Did you teach any other places? What year did 
York University ¢ 

Miss Rusrnsrerm. 1929. I taught at New York University from 
1929 until 1931, or 1932. 

Senator Jackson. Then what did you do? 

Miss Rustnsrern. Then for a short time, 1933, 1934, I worked for 


the Department of Welfare, New York State. I think they called 
it the home relief bureau then. Then I was at the school, the Robert 
Louis Stevenson School. I had other part-time jobs occasionally, 
but this was my major occupation. 

Senator Jackson. When did you start in the Robert Louis Steven- 
son School ¢ 

Miss Rustnstern. 1934. 

Senator Jackson. From 1932 until 1934, what did you do? 

Miss Rusinster. I did a good deal of lecturing and for a short 
time, 1933 and 1934, I wouter: for the New York State, or city, wel- 
fare department, they called it the home relief bureau. I am not 
sure of the exact title. 

Senator Jackson. Social work? 

Miss Rusrnster. Social work, relief work, investigator. 

Senator Jackson. Where did you lecture? 
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Miss Rustnstern. Women’s organizations, temples of sisterhoods, 
charitable societies, the Drama Study League, Denver Consumptive 
League, milk and egg league of some kind. They were charitable 
organizations, and they would usually have a speaker. 

Senator Jackson. Were you working out of a special speaker’s 
bureau ¢ 

Miss Rusrnstetn. No, I was lecturing on current books and plays. 

Senator Jackson. You were paid for your lectures? 

Miss Ruprystern. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. Paid lecturing during then? 

Miss Ruprnstern. Yes. 

Senator Benper. Did you lecture at any other church groups? 

Miss Rusrnstern. Church sisterhoods, a few. 

Senator Jackson. Protestant or Catholic? 

Miss Rusinsrern. Not Catholic. They were largely synagogue 
sisterhoods, but I think there probably were some Protestant ones. 
I don’t believe there were any Catholic organizations. 

Senator Benper. Can you think of one Protestant church group 
you lectured before? 

Miss Rustnstern. They were not church groups. They were sis- 
terhoods. I mean ladies’ leagues. 

Senator Benver. Do you remember any one of them that you lec- 
tured before ? 

Miss Rusrnstern. What is it, 25 years? 

Senator Benper. 25, 20 or 25 years. 

Miss Rusinstern. No; I don’t remember the names. 

Senator Jackson. When did you first enter into a contract with the 
Veterans’ Administration to make available courses of education 
pursuant to the so-called GI bill-of-rights law? 

Miss Rusrnstei1n. Either 1946 or 1947. Iam not sure which it was, 
whether it was before or after January 1947, 

Senator Jackson. Approximately 1946? 

Miss RupinsTern. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. 1946 or 1947? 

Miss Rusrnstern. That is right. 

Senator Jackson. How long did that service continue? 

Miss Rusinstern. Until I severed my connection with the school in 
1952. 

Senator Jackson. Were you paid from time to time by the Veterans’ 
Administration for your services? 

Miss Ruprnstern. You mean was the school paid tuition ? 

Senator Jackson. Yes. You are the school; you are the sole owner. 
I mean, is it a corporation ? 

Miss Ruprinstre1n. No. 

Senator Jackson. You were paid from time to time by the Federal 
Government ? : 

Miss Rusrinste1n. They paid tuition for these students, yes. 

Senator Jackson. How much compensation was received by the 
students during that period, do you know? How much in tuition, 
first ? 

Miss RupriNnstern. Well, it was for four or five hundred dollars a 
year, I think, per student. 

Senator Jackson. How many students did you have enrolled in the 
school ? 
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Miss Ruprnsrern. It varied from 

Senator Jackson. Starting in 1946. 

Miss Ruprnste1n. 1947—47 

Senator Jackson. I am talking now only of the time that the Fed- 
eral Government had an interest in this. 

Miss Rusinstein. That is right. It varied from, I think, something 
like two hundred to something like a thousand. 

Senator Jackson. Pardon me. 

Miss Ruprnstern. I say it varied from something like two hundred 
to something like a thousand, I would not remember the actual 
specific number. 

Senator Jackson. Of GI students? 

Miss Ruprnste1n. No. 

Senator Jackson. First, how many students did you have in total, 
and how many were GI, roughly? I am not asking you to give any 
exact figure. 

Miss Rusrnstern. I imagine the largest number of students we ever 
had was about a thousand, and I would say over half of them at that 
period would have been GI. 

Senator Jackson. How many ? 

Miss Rusrnstern. Over half of them would have been GI. The 
most we ever had at a time was about a thousand, and over half of 
them would have been GI students. 

Senator Jackson. I understand from the testimony to date that 
between 1946 and 1952, the sum involved from the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration, either through payment of tuition or through the indirect pay- 
ments that went to the students at the school, was approximately $2 
million. And during this period I understand that the testimony also 
disclosed that there were over 4,000 students that were covered by the 
GI bill. 

(At this point Senator McCarthy entered the hearing room.) 

Senet } ackson. Would you say those figures are approximately 
correct 

Miss Ruptnstern. The number of students I should think would be. 
The other is so largely subsistence that I would have no way of know- 
ing because the subsistence varied with size of family and so on. 

I have no way of knowing what the total was. 

(At this point Senator Bender retired from the hearing room.) 

Senator Jackson. Now, were you on the faculty as well as being 
the owner? Were you teaching on the faculty at the school ? 

Miss Ruprnstern. Between 1946 and 1952, I was principal of the 
school. 

Senator Jackson. Did you teach at the school in addition to your 
managerial capacity, and as owner? 

Miss Ruprnstern. I was in an academic capacity as the principal. 
The principal is the head of the academic staff. 

Senator 5 AcKSON. I understand, but did you also teach courses, lec- 
ture at the school? 

Miss Rusrnstern. I don’t know whether or not I had any regular 
classes. I did some substituting in classes, certainly, but I wouldn’t 
remember if I had scheduled regular classes. 

Senator Jackson. You do not recall? 

Miss Rusrnste1n. The bulk of my work was administrative, and 
executive, as principal. 
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Senator Jackson. During this period, 1946 to 1952, did you lecture 
or teach at any other school? 

Miss Rusrnsrern. I think I won’t answer that question by reason 
of my ea at under the fifth amendment, not to be a witness against 
myself. 

enatie Jackson. During this period between 1946 and 1952, is it 
not a fact that you did teach at the Jefferson School of Social Science 
in New York City? 

Miss Rupinstern. Well, I won’t answer that question by reason of 
my privilege under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against 
myself. 

aaneer Jackson. Did you serve at one time as chairman of the 
New York American Peace Mobilization, and chairman of the women’s 
division of the American Peace Mobilization in New York? 

Miss Rusrnstein. I won’t answer that question, again by reason of 
my ae under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against 
myself. 

enatol Jackson. The American Peace Mobilization and Jefferson 
School of Social Science are all on the subversive list of the Attorney 
General, and were either in the past, or are now Communist-dominated 
organizations. 

ere you a member of the James Connelly branch of the Commu- 
nist Party in New York City? 

Miss Rusrnsrern. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Senator Jackson. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss Rusrnstetn. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Senator Jackson. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Miss Rusrnstein. I decline to answer that for the same reason, 
just given. 

Senator McCarruy. I did not understand you. 

Senator Jackson. You decline to answer under the ground of the 
fifth amendment ? 

Miss Rusrnstern. That is correct. 

Senator McCarruy. As to present membership ? 

Miss Rustnstern. As to any of these questions. I might also say 
that I feel that the first amendment guaranteeing freedom and privacy 
of political belief, also would protect that. And I decline to answer. 

Senator Jackson. Which amendment are you relying on not to 
answer, “Are you now a member of the Communist Party ?” 

Miss Rusrnstern. I decline to answer by reason of my privilege 
under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself and 
because the first amendment protects the rights of political privacy. 

Senator McCarrny. Might I say, you are the most charming mem- 
ber of the Communist Party we have ever had here. 

Miss Rupenstern. You jump to conclusions, Senator. 

Senator Jackson. Have you been a member or sponsor or active in 
any of the functions of the following organizations: 

First, the joint Antifascist Refuge Committee ? 

Miss Rusrnsrern. I decline to answer by reason of my privilege 
under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Jackson. Are you a member, or have you been a member, 
or sponsor active in the functions of the National Council of American 
Soviet Friendship? 
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Miss Ruprnstexn. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 
Senator Jackson. The same question as to the Council on African 
Affairs? 

Miss Ruprnstrern. The same answer, same reason. 

Senator Jackson. Committee for a Democratic Foreign Policy ¢ 

Miss RusinsTrern. Same reason, same answer. 

Senator Jackson. You are aware that all of these organizations 
that I have referred to in my interrogation are on the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s so-called subversive list? You are aware of that fact? 

Miss Rustnsretn. I am not surprised to hear it. 

Senator Jackson. Did you serve on the executive committee of the 
West Side Legislative Conference at meetings at the Robert Louis 
Stevenson School ? 

Miss Rusinstern. I am sorry, I did not get that question. 

Senator Jackson. Did you ever serve on the executive committee 
of the West Side Legislative Conference ? 

Miss Rusrnstrern. I decline to answer for the same reasons given 
before. 

Senator Jackson. And were meetings of the executive committee 
of the West Side Legislative Conference held at Robert Louis Steven- 
son School ? 

Miss Rupinstrein. I decline to answer that for the same reasons. 

Senator Jackson. Are you acquainted now, or have you been in the 
past, with Earl Browder ? 

Miss Ruprnstern. I decline to answer that for the same reasons. 

Senator Jackson. Are you now acquainted, or have you known in 
the past Bella Dodd ? 

Miss RupsrnstTEIn. I decline to answer that for the same reason. 

Senator Jackson. Did you employ a Burne Hogarth at this school. 
the Robert Louis Stevenson School, between the period 1946 on? 

Miss Rusrnsrern. He was an art teacher at the school for some part 
of that time. I don’t remember the exact period of employment. 

Senator Jackson. Do you know him? 

Miss Rustnsrern. Well, when he was a teacher at the school, I 
knew him. 

Senator Jackson. You knew him at the school? 

Miss Rupinsrern. Yes. 

Senator Jackson. Did you hire him? He was in your employ? 

Miss Rusinsrern. He was in the employ of the school. 

Senator Jackson. When was the last time you saw Mr. Hogarth? 

Miss Rusinstern. I don’t recall exactly, but it was many years ago 
certainly. It was before, long before I left the school. It must 
have been in the forties. 

Senator Jackson. You have not seen him since he left the school ? 

Miss Rustnste1n. No. 

Senator Jackson. Is he a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Miss Rustinsten. I decline to answer for the same reason. 

Senator Jackson. You mean on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment ? 

Miss Rusrnstretn. On the ground of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Jackson. Silas Rhodes, was he employed in your school, 
the Robert Louis Stevenson School ? 

Miss Rusinstein. Very briefly ; yes. 
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Senator Jackson. When was that ? 
Miss Rusrnsrern. Also in 1946 or 1947. Sometimes in the forties. 
Senator Jackson. When did you last see Mr. Rhodes? 

Miss Rusrnstern. When he was in the employ of the school. 

Senator Jackson. You have not seen him since? 

Miss Rusrystern. No. 

Senator Jackson. Is he a member of the Communist Party. 

Miss Rusrnstet. I decline to answer that for the same reasons. 

Senator Jackson. Have you talked to Mr. Rhodes recently ¢ 

Miss Rusrnstetn. Silas Rhodes? 

Senator Jackson. Silas Rhodes # 

Miss Rupsrnstern. Recently, no. Not since I had severed my con- 
nection with the school. It would have been in the late forties, 
probably. 

Senator Jackson. Counsel has some questions. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you know Mr. Rhodes is a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Miss Ruprnsrern. The Senator asked me that and I declined to 
answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Kennepy. Ethel Brook, do you know her? 

Miss Rusrnstre1n. Teacher in the employ of the school. 

Mr. Kennepy. When was the last time you saw here? 

Miss Rusinstewn, I don’t recall. I saw her in 1952. I don’t recall 
yhether I have seen her since, or not. 

Mr. Kennepy. Was she a member of the Communist Party? 
Miss Rusrnstern. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Kennepy. Phillip Browdy, was he a member of the Communist 
Party ? : 

Miss Rusinsrern. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you know Phillip Browdy / 

Miss Rusrnsrern. I beleive he was a teacher at the school. His 
name is familiar. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you know Lillian Gale was a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Miss Rusrnstern. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kennepy. James Mitchell ? 

Miss Rusrnstrein. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Senator Jackson. Senator McCarthy. 

Senator McCarruy. I do not think I have any questions. 

I might say this, as a comment. This hearing is proving the neces- 
sity of federal legislation to prevent the Communist schools from 
getting money under the Veterans’ Administration. 

Senator Jackson. I think it is quite clear in my mind that an em- 
ployee of the Federal Government must sign a non-Communist oath. 
That individual is an employee of the Government and receives com- 
pensation from the Government. It does not make much sense not to 
cover the individuals who own a school and are running the school 
who are receiving very large sums of money to educate students who 
are being compensated by the Federal Government. 

I think this is a very clear case where a hearing can point up the 
very positive need for legislation to plug any very big loopholes. I 
am confident that as a result of these hearings we are going to see the 
enactment of an amendment to the GI bill which will make it manda- 
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tory for any school before getting assistance under the GI bill, to sign 
such an affidavit. 

Miss Ruprnstern. May I say something else, Senator ? 

Senator McCarrny. I heartily approve. I think it is ridiculous 
that we are now using taxpayers’ money to indoctrinate GI’s in the 
Communist philosophy in Communist schools. It is certainly a bad 
situation. I do not think any school which has an individual who 
comes and takes the fifth amendment on the question of communism 
should be getting Federal funds. 

Miss Ruprnstern. May I say something, too? It seems to me that 
if this committee is seriously concerned with the state of the schools, 
the state of the segregated schools of the South which are now clearly 
legal 

Henator Jackson. You see, there is one thing you know, and you are 
a woman with a doctor’s degree, that the rules of relevancy apply. 
You are not going to “kid” anybody by starting to discuss another 
issue. You made the comment when you came in here that you could 
not see the reason for this session because you could see no need for 
this legislation. 

We are making it very clear, not for your benefit, but for the benefit 
of the people downtown, the executive branch, that there is a need 
for legislation here because, obviously, there is a loophole. 

You would not have been receiving all the money you received at 
this school if there had been a provision in the law that required the 
owner, the people who offered these courses, to sign non-Communist 
affidavits. 

Are you now receiving compensation from the school ? 

Miss RuprnsTern. I have no relation whatsoever with the school. 

Senator Jackson. The school was sold to your brother? 

Miss Rusrnsretn. My brother and a firm of attorneys, Zimberg and 
Carroll. 

Senator Jackson. You do not have any direct interest in it? 

Miss Ruprnstern. I have no interest in it. 

Senator Jackson. Have you received any compensation from the 
school ? 

Miss Rustnsrern. No. 

Senator Jackson. You were paid for the school when you sold it? 

Miss Rusrnsrer. I was paid a dollar and other good and valuable 
considerations. That is the new owners, Zimberg and Carroll and 
Leo Rhodes, assumed responsibility for severance pay for the liabili- 
ties of the lease and so forth and so on. 

Senator Jackson. But momentarily you only received one dollar? 

Miss Rusrnstern. And the assessed valuation of the furniture. 

Senator Jackson. How much was that? 

Miss RusinsteIn. I don’t remember, but it was an actual inventory 
valuation. 

Senator Jackson. Did you receive $7,500 for that? 

Miss RusrnstTern. I imagine the furniture must have come to some- 
thing like that. 

Senator Jackson. Was that by check, or was it in cash, currency ? 

Miss Rusinstrern. It must have been by check. I don’t remember 
the transaction, but I never received any amount of currency. 

Senator Jackon. You do not recall receiving any currency ? 














102 COMMUNIST OWNERSHIP OF GI SCHOOLS 


Miss Rustnstern. Not of anything of that size, no. I am quite 
sure it must have been by check. 

Senator Jackson. You would remember whether it was payment 
to you? 

Miss Rusenstern. Well, the furniture was paid for. 

Senator Jackson. How was it paid? 

Miss Ruprnstern. It must have been by check. 

Senator McCarruy. May I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the traitor- 
ous remarks made which were in answer to no question, that the witness 
gave about segregation, be stricken from the record? I do not think 
we need a lecture from anybody who takes the fifth amendment on 
communism. 

Senator Jackson. If she wants to study segregation, she ought to go 
over to Russia where they have a school system where they keep 
them segregated. They follow a segregated policy throughout the 
Soviet Union where they segregate the various children in some of the 
Republics of the Soviet Union. 

I think that is a good place for her to start. 

That will be all, Miss Rubinstein. 

The next witness is Mr. Odom, from the Veterans’ Administration. 

Mr. Opvom. Mr. Chairman, may Mr. Coile sit here, too? He may 
have to answer some factual questions. 

Senator Jackson. Fine. 

Mr. Opvom. He is with the Veterans’ Administration. 

Senator Jackson. We regret to announce that we are having a 
vote at this minute, so we will have to go to the floor for that vote. 
The committee will stand in recess subject to the call of the Chair. 
If you will stand by, we will be right back. 

A short recess was taken.) 

Senator Jackson. The subcommitteee will resume its session. 

Mr. Odom, if you will stand and be sworn. 

You solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give shall 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 


TESTIMONY OF EDWARD E. 0DOM 
Mr. Opom. I do. 


Mr. Chairman, that, of course, is as to testimony which I give, if 
I should happen to get offside and express a legal opinion, I hope 
you will understand it is only a professional opinion. 

Senator Jackson. That is right. You speak the truth as you know 
it. If you are not sure about something, so state. There is nothing 
like being forthright. 

Mr. Coile, you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to 
give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 

Mr. com I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SAM H. COILE 


Senator Jackson. First of all, state your full name for the record, 
and your official capacity. 
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Mr. Ovom. My name is Edward Odom. I am the General Counsel 
of the Veterans’ Administration. 

Senator Jackson. You are the General Counsel of the Veterans’ 
Administration ? 

Mr. Opom. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Core. Iam Sam H. Coile. I am Director of Vocational Reha- 
bilitation and Education Service of the Veterans’ Administration. 

Senator Jackson. The counsel, Mr. Kennedy, tells me that the 
committee has previously gone into some detail in its previous hearings 
on the question of applicable laws that apply in this situation. 

If you want to make a brief summary statement at this time, it would 
be helpful and then I am going to turn the questioning over to the 
counsel. 

Mr. Ovom. I shall be glad to do that, Mr. Chairman. If you permit, 
I would like to stand. 

Senator Jackson. Anyway that helps you. 

Mr. Ovom. I shall be happy to have anyone on the committee or the 
counsel interrupt for questions if at any time it seems desirable 
to do so. 

I have been either the General Counsel or the Solicitor at all times 
pertinent to the matter which the committee, subcommittee, has had 
under investigation. So that I have had intimate connection with 
the development of the program from the legal side. 

Mr. Coile, on the other hand, has been on the administrative side and 
he can answer questions that come up in the administration which did 
not come up in the legal side of it. 

I think I can illustrate the development of the legal part of it by 
reciting very briefly what my record shows as to the California Labor 
School. It was in the summer of 1946 that it was first brought to the 
attention of the Veterans’ Administration that that school was very 
closley tied in with some of the organizations which you have been 
concerned with. 

As a matter of fact, it came up first with respect to the report of the 
so-called Tenney committee in California. Also the Attorney General 
of the United States brought it to the attention of the Administrator 
of Veterans’ Affairs. 

On October 1, our branch Deputy Administrator suspended pay- 
ments to the California Labor School. Immediately there were 
strong, numerous objections made on behalf of the Members of Con- 
gress, the CIO and AFL. 

There were also representations made on the other side by certain 
veterans’ organizations, such as the American Legion and the AM- 
VETS. 

At all times my office kept in close contact with the office of the At- 
torney General of the United States and whatever we did on the one 
side or the other was always through such collaboration. 

We directed at that time, that is the Administrator for Veterans’ 
Affairs directed that the payments be resumed because we could not 
find at that time any legal basis for refusing to make those payments. 

However, we did make known to the proper officials of the State of 
California the confidential information, without giving the confi- 
dential sources of it, that we had with respect to this school. Like- 
wise, during early 1947 the AFL switched sides because by that time 
they saw what the situation was. 
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The director of the school, one Mr. Jenkins, came on to Washington 
and had a conference with the Administrator and his staff, at least 
2or3ofus. He denied that he was or ever had been a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Senator Jackson. Did he deny that not under oath? 

Mr. Opom. Not under oath. 

Senator Jackson. Mr. Kennedy has a question. 

Mr. Kennepy. This school was teaching Marxism; is that correct, 
at that time, oe a Communist philosophy ? 

Mr. Opvom. The school had courses in almost everything you can 
imagine, from ceramics to social sciences, government, labor relations. 
It emphasized its labor relations courses and interests. And in the 
early phase there is no question but what the local labor organizations 
out there were very friendly to this school. 

Senator McCarrny. I do not think you answered the question yet. 
The question is, Were they teaching communism ? 

Mr. Opom. I asked that question of Mr. Jenkins. I asked him first, 
What course are you teaching? Of course, they had their literature. 
He said so and so and so and so. I asked, “Are they slanted?” He 
said, “Well, yes.” I said, “How?” His answer was, “Somewhat to 
the left of the position occupied by one Herbert Hoover.” 

Senator McCarrny. We would not consider Jenkins an authority 
on this. I assume you conducted an investigation of your own. 

The question is, Were you convinced they were teaching com- 
munism ? 

Mr. Ovom. We made some inquiries and Mr. Coile will tell you. 
I will tell you now, but he will perhaps, that we did take out the 
Public Law 16 veterans because we did not feel that a school of that 
sort could rehabilitate a disabled veteran. 

We had plenty of legal authority to do that, but we had no legal 
authority to refuse to pay on behalf of the veterans who were attend- 
ing under the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act 

Senator MoCarruy. I still would like to have you answer my ques- 
tion. Did your investigations show they were teaching communism / 

Mr. Opom. I do not think we found any specific evidence that they 
were teaching communism, as such. 

Senator McCarruy. It was on the Attorney General’s list in 1948 
on the ground that they were teaching communism. 

Mr. Ovom. I want to approach that very briefly. In the spring of 
1947, as I started to say, we made known to the school authorities of 
the State of California, all of the confidential information we had. 
Shortly thereafter 

Senator McCartuy. Now, did that confidential information indi- 
cate that the Communssts were teaching in the schools? 

Mr. Opom. It indicated that that school was a Communist-domi- 
nated school. The owner, the director, and many of the faculty mem- 
bers, as I recali it, were shown to be members of, or closely associated 
with members of, the Communist Party. 

Senator Jackson. Mr. Odom, the thing I think ought to be clarified 
is, did they teach a course in Marxism or communism ? 

Mr. Ovom. To my know] , no. 

Senator Jackson. To your knowledge they did not? 

Mr. Opom. I mean by that that I do not know that they did. 
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Senator Jackson. Were there any findings or did your investigation 
reveal any such ? 

Mr. Ovom. No, sir; we did not make a formal investigation. 

Senator Jackson. You did not make a formal investigation ¢ 

Mr. Ovom. Not a formal investigation. We made inquiries. 

Senator Jackson. Now, the thing I am concerned about is, When you 
found that you were powerless to deal with this situation, did you, 
or did the Veterans’ Administration, recommend any amendment to 
the law to make it possible to deny funds to a school that was Com- 
munist dominated, or a school that was teaching communism ¢ 

Mr. Opom. We did not at that time. 

Senator Jackson. When did you make the recommendations? 

Mr. Opom. That came up in connection with the Veterans’ Readjust- 
ment Act of 1952. 

Senator Jackson. Was it offered at that time? 

Mr. Opom. Not by the Veterans’ Administration, but we supported 
what was done at that time. 

Senator Jackson. Why did you not in the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion offer legislation so that Congress could act on this matter? It 
has been on the statute books for some time that any employee of the 
Federal Government must sign a so-called non-Communist affidavit 
in order to draw a Federal salary. 

It would seem to me that it follows just as logically and in even 
greater force that an organization that is receiving funds directly 
and indirectly from the Federal Government, is in a position of in- 
fluencing people and should be under a similar provision. Do you 
not feel that is true ? 

Mr. Opom. There is a great deal to be said for that. However, it 
isa big problem and it is quite a large question. 

The Veterans? Administration did not during those years make 
any specific recommendations with respect to amendatory legisla- 
tion. We attempted to administer the law as it was. 

Senator Jackson. I know, but Congress has a big job. It does 
not live with this day to day like you folks do. After all, back in 1946 
and 1947 there was this discovery of Communist activity in the schools 
and you say you were powerless to do anything about it because you 
did not have any statutory power. 

Then if that was the case, why did not the Veterans’ Administration 
ask for statutory power ? 

Mr. Opom. May I proceed for a moment to see if I can bring some 
light on that ? 

Senator Jackson. Proceed in your own way, but I would like to 
get an answer to that question. 

Senator McCarrny. We ought to have an answer to that question. 

Mr. Opom. We did not make any recommendations at that time. 

Senator Jackson. Why did they not? 

Mr. Opom. I don’t know that I can speak for the then Adminis- 
trator. 

Senator Jackson. Has the Veterans’ Administration ever asked for 
such legislation right up to now ? 

Mr. Opom. Not of this type. 

Senator Jackson. I do not care whether of this specific type.. But 
I have in mind an amendment to the law which would make it a crim- 
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inal offense, at least so they would have to swear that they were not 
members of the Communist Party in order to receive Federal funds. 

Mr. Opom. The Administration has always felt that its business was 
to administer the law for veterans, not to govern the schools. 

As a matter of fact, this same question came up when the GI bill 
was being debated in both Houses of Congress, or, at least, in the 
committees which were preparing that bill. It so happened that I 
was given the honor of acting as clerk for the House committee, as 
well as for the Senate committee in connection with the bill which 
became the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944. 

These matters were considered at that time and the result of that 
debate was that they took away from the Administrator any author- 
ity over the schools and left it with the States. 

Now, we have cooperated with the committees of the Congress on 
all legislation to the extent that we were requested to do so. 

We had one Administrator who adopted as his policy that he would 
recommend no legislation. That was not the policy of all of the 
Administrators. 

Senator Jackson. Why should they not require the States—I un- 
derstand they make some certification in some instances of these 
schools—why should they not require the States to make an investi- 
gation ? 

Mr. Ono. I should like to go ahead on that subject because that is 
what I was leading up to, if I may, sir. 

Senator McCarruy. March 31, 1955, an Associated Press dispatch 
in the Washington Evening Star makes the following statement : 

The Attorney General said the school was formed by the American Com- 
munist Party 13 years ago as the Tom Mooney Labor School. He alleged that 
the party subsequently changed the name when the school was incorporated by 
party representatives in 1944. He said the school never deviated from the 
Communist Party line. 

Does that conform with your information about the schools? 

Mr. Opom. I would say that is in line with it; yes, sir. 

Senator McCarruy. Do you not think there should be some legisla- 
tion which would prevent educating GI’s in the Communist «<a 
ophy ? 

OM. Opom. Yes, sir; I have always felt that it was wrong for the 
Government to spend the taxpayers’ money for the teaching of com- 
munism or—I don’t mean teaching of the theory of communism; I 
don’t mean that at all in the academic sense. 

Senator McCarruy. I understand. 

Mr. Opvom. But teaching communism as a way of life or a way of 
doing things here in this country. I have » Bos felt that, but, 
gentlemen, I don’t want to get on to the legislative side, but it is a 
problem to suggest how that can be coat that is, a practical way 
to do it. 

Senator McCarruy. Do you have any facilities now to investigate 
a school to determine whether or not it is a Communist school? 

Mr. Opom. I don’t know that: I followed you, sir, entirely. 

Senator McCarruy. Does the Veterans’ Administration have any 
facilities, any setup, to investigate a school which GI’s are attending! 

Mr. Opom. I think we can do it, sir, but what the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration has always been handicapped by is the fact that we at 
all pertinent times have the same type of information which this 
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committee has had testified to in this hearing, but we could not use 
it in court. 

Senator Jackson. Mr. Odom, the only thing that disturbs me is 
that, having this information, have you ever called it to the attention 
of a congressional committee ¢ 

The Veterans’ Committee in the House and Finance Committee in 
the Senate ? 

Mr. Ovom. I have not been connected with the legislative side of 
the Veterans’ Administration since January 3, 1946. I don’t know 
whether Mr. Daley, who is in the legislative service, could answer 
that question, or not. 

Senator Jackson. I think he ought to answer. Will you state your 
name, sir? 


STATEMENT OF TIMOTHY F. DALEY 


Mr. Datey. My name is Timothy F. Daley, Director of Legislative 
Projects Service, Office of Legislation, Veterans’ Administration. 

Mr. Chairman, as Mr. Odom has said, there was a separation be- 
tween the General Counsel’s Office and the strictly legislative side 
of the Veterans’ Administration in 1946. 

I think he has stressed the suggestion that there was very much 
concern by the proponents of the GI bill in the first instance as to 
how far the Federal Government should go in controlling schools 
because of the philosophical 

Senator Jackson. I understand that historical problem, but what 
I am getting at, having received this information about the California 
Labor School, where there was Communist activity, and possibly 
other schools where there have been such allegations, did you ever 
call this eo to the attention of the appropriate committees of 
Congress 

Mr. Darr. The only real occasion on which I could really put my 
finger, Mr. Chairman, would be in connection with the staff studies 
and the other studies that led to the development of the Veterans 
Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, so-called Korean Readjustment 
Assistance Act. 

That has two sections in it which bear on this particular question. 

Senator Jackson. The staff study by whom? 

Mr. Datxry. By the Veterans’ Affairs Committee and subsequently 
the staff of the Labor and Public Welfare Committee. 

Senator Jackson. Those are committees of Congress? 

Mr. Datry. I am speaking, Mr. Chairman, of the developments 
that ensued as a result of the concern expressed in formulating that 
legislation as to what should be done, in the one instance, to kee 
ae from attending schools which are on the Attorney General’s 
ist. 

In the second instance, to make sure that veterans who might be 
afflicted by subversive influence or interests over seas, would be taken 
from the program. 

Senator Jackson. I will give you one more chance to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Datzy. Iam sorry that I seem to be evasive. 
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Senator Jackson. You are not answering the question at all. You 
are saying what Congress did. I want you to answer the specific ques- 
tion. 

Did the Veterans’ Administration at any time supply to the ap- 
propriate committees of Congress this information with reference to 
alleged Communist activities in these schools? 

Mr. Datey. Not tomy knowledge, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator McCarruy. Why not? You are charged with looking 
after the veterans. VA is supposed to be the mother and father of all 
the veterans who come back. When you find that they are going to 
Communist schools 

Mr. Datry. Senator McCarthy, you have the cleavage between the 
State approval agencies which shall determine what schools are 
persona non grata to the program and then the Federal Government’s 
acceptance of that approval. 

Senator Jackson. We are all familiar with this historical fight 
that is preventing the Federal Government from controlling the 
schools at the local level. I know that argument and I think it is a 
very important one, but that is not an answer to the question I just 
gave you. 

The point is that the Veterans’ Administration could have called this 
problem to the attention of Congress and said, there may be a philos- 
ophy about Federal Government not interfering with State schools. 

Mr. Datey. Mr. Chairman, I am not going to dhechvs my office from 
anything which you think should be attributed to it, but that matter 
never squarely came to the Office of Legislation to seek legislation 
which would put further controls in the GI bill on this question. 

Senator McCarruy. Did yon ever give information to the FBI 
about Communist teachings ! 

Mr. Opom. Mr. McCarthy, let me answer that. The information 
which we had at all times came either from the FBI or from the con- 
gressional committees themselves. 

Senator Jackson. The committee will stand in recess until the call 
of the Chair. We will try to get word to you right away whether we 
can resume this afternoon, so we will not tie you up. 

Mr. Kennepy. If we can get one more Senator, we can finish it. 

(A short recess was taken. ) 

(Present in the hearing room: Senator McCarthy.) 

Mr. Ovom. As I was saying, we made these confidential representa- 
tions in the spring of 1947 to the school representatives of the State 
of California. Very shortly after that the school itself proposed that 
it would quit, discontinue, the training of veterans on June 30, 1947. 

The State withdrew approval on July 27, 1947, and the Attorney 
General put the school on the list in April or May of 1948. 

Now, so far as we were concerned, that disposed of our troubles with 
the California Labor School. 

The next school which came to our attention was the Robert Louis 
Stevenson School. There were some others in between there, but I 
understand that this committee is concerned with the four schools that 
have been named. 

So, if I may, I would like to take up the Robert Louis Stevenson 
School next. 

That was brought to our attention by a veteran who was in attend- 
ance there, in the summer of 1950. We asked the Attorney General 
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whether that school could be placed on the subversive list and we re- 
ceived the information that it had not been and they were not pre- 
pared to do it at that time. betes 

Senator McCarruy. Even if it were placed on the subversive list 
under Public Law 346, your position was that you could not deny them 
tuition for GI’s as long as the State approved it. 

Mr. Opvom. I will skip a little bit, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator McCarrny. I am going to have to rush because we are going 
to have a vote in a short time. 

Mr. Opom. Could I go ahead? I believe that will shorten it. 

Senator McCarrny. Could you answer that question ? 

Mr. Opom. We did not adopt that as a policy until 1948. By 1948 
by our conversations with certain people in the Department of Justice, 
I was prepared, with the support of the Department, to what I would 
say strong-arm certain types of schools, knowing that we would be 
sued in court if we did it, and knowing, too, that the information which 
we had was mostly confidential and probably could not be used in a 
court case. 

So I recommended to the Administrator that he adopt that as a pol- 
icy that he would not pay, continue to pay for the training of veterans 
if the school were found to be Communist in character. 

Senator McCarruy. That is under Public Law 346? 

Mr. Ovom. Yes, sir. That was in the fall of 1948. 

At that time, the Education Council, which was a Council set up 
by the Administrator pursuant to Public Law 346, met in session and 
the recommendation of that Council was that the Administrator adopt 
as a policy in the alternative that he would not pay for the education 
of veterans in any school which was placed in the Attorney General’s 
list. 

Senator McCartuy. Was that policy followed ? 

Mr. Opom. It has been followed to this date. 

Senator McCarruy. In other words, if it is on the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s list—— 

Mr. Opom. We do not pay. 

Senator McCarruy. You discontinue either the crippled students 
or the able bodied ? 

Mr. Opom. Of course, we have made a practice of taking the re- 
habilitation students out of schools where we feel that they would 
not get such training as would rehabilitate them. 

Senator McCarruy. Now, what will your policy be in regard to 
these schools which we have been investigating here, the ones which 
are not on the Attorney General’s list where teacher after teacher 
comes before the committee and says “I will not tell the truth about 
whether I am a Communist because if I did it would tend to incrimi- 
nate me.” 

Mr. Opom. Mr. Chairman, the Veterans’ Administration is not an 
enforcement agency in that respect and we have not had that problem 
on our doorstep. 

Senator McCarruy. It is right there now. 

Mr. Ovom. The only ones that I know of who have refused to 
answer those questions aside from those who appeared here, were some 
who appeared before this committee from schools much higher placed 
than the ones being considered here and also appeared before the Un- 
American Activities Committee. 
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Senator McCarrny. Now, I would like to know what your attitude 
is toward a school such as Cartoonist Illustrators. Both owners ap- 
peared. Both took the fifth amendment, would not tell whether they 
were Communists or not. 

Mr. Opvom. Under the administration’s policy at the present time, 
we, aside from Public, 16, the vocational students, so far as the Public 
Law 346 trainees, are concerned we would not discontinue them unless 
the schools were placed on the Attorney General’s list or the State 
authorities withdrew —— 

Senator McCarrny. Then do you not think we should pass some 
type of legislation forcing you to discontinue the payments to schools 
like that? 

You understand we are not blaming you personally for this situa- 
tion. It is one that we are right smack against now, it is on our door- 
step. 

Mr. Opom. I know the problem you are up against, Mr. Chairman, 
and as I said before, I am unsympathetic and I always have been with 
spending taxpayers’ funds to schools that teach subversive activity. 

But when you approach this legislative matter I don’t need to tell 
you, and I am not attempting to lecture the committee, sir, but often 
more is done than is attempted to be done. 

And if any legislation should take form which would in any way 
— to require that the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs should 
police all schools giving training to veterans—I said all schools, of 
all types and degrees—it would be a tremendous proposition. 

Senator McCarruy. Do you not think that the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration should have the power to withhold funds from schools that 
employ Communist teachers ? 

Mr. Opom. I would say that I think it could be justified to give the 
Administrator some discretion and responsibility in that respect if 
it were confined particularly to schools of perhaps private owner- 
ship and maybe profit or certain types of nonprofit institutions. 

ut to get into the broad educational field, the entire academic 
field, would be a pretty tremendous proposition. 

Senator McCarruy. Do you think we should continue expending 
funds where there are Communist teachers teaching ? 

Mr. Ovom. We have been fairly successful in getting schools closed 
or to discontinue training of veterans where we had good evidence of 
their characteristics. e were able to do that in the California 
Labor School and then in another manner we were able to accomplish 
the same purpose in the Robert Louis Stevenson School. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, on the Stevenson School, you had information 
that the Robert Louis Stevenson School—— 

Mr. Opom. After the Attorney General informed us that it was not 
being placed on the list I asked the chairman of the Un-American 
Activities Committee of the House of Representatives for everything 
that it had on this school, and several others. 

I also asked our New York authorities to make certain discreet 
inquiries and we received at that time exactly the same information 
from a confidential source which was testified to here the first day 
of these hearings. 

Mr. Kennepy. You had information that this school was opened 
by a Communist ? 
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Mr. Ovom. We had all the information which this committee has 
before it today. 

Mr. Kennepy. You had it for 4 or 5 years; is that correct? 

Mr. Opom. No, sir; we got that in 1951. 

Mr. Kennepy. In 19517 

Mr. Opom. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. You did not get it in 1947? 

Mr. Opom. No, sir. 

Mr. Com. Mr. Odom, perhaps you have not examined some of the 
files that I have observed. 

Mr. Ovom. I am talking from my files. 

Mr. Corte. We had some information as early as 1946 identifying 
the owner and director of the Robert Louis Stevenson School as a 
Communist. 

Mr. Kennepy. Was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Com. Evidence to that effect. 

Mr. Kennepy. There was reliable evidence at that time that she 
was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Com. I am not sure that I can say just what the evidence was, 
sir, but we had evidence that satisfied us to the effect that the owner 
and operator of that school was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kennepy. And at that period of time did you come to anybody 
in Congress and say, “We have to do something about this. It is 
running into millions of dollars to this woman of the Communist 
Party"_—-or “We have information she is a member of the Communist 
Part 

Mr. Comx. I did not. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, in 1952, when it ended, when Annette Rubin- 
stein withdrew from the school and the Veterans’ Administration 

Mr. Opom. She did not withdraw, Mr. Kennedy. 

Mr. Kennepy. It was disapproved. Was it on the ground that she 
was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Opvom. No, the State disapproved the school in May or April of 
1952, retroactively to August of 1951, on the ground that the school 
had not applied for approval under section 5 of Public Law 610 of 
the 8ist Congress. 

Mr. Kennepy. You had the information for 6 years and even after 
that period of time the approval was not withdrawn ? 

Mr. Ovom. I can’t say that the school authorities had this informa- 
tion before 1952. 

Mr. Kennepy. Well, somebody had it since 1946. I do not care 
who had it, but somebody in Veterans’ Administration had it back 
6 years before. 

Mr. Ovom. I can’t answer as to that. 

Mr. Kennepy. Is there any coordination of files in the Veterans’ 
Administration ? 

Mr. Ovom. Only to the extent that the administrative officials 
desire to ask legal questions. 

(At this point Senator McClellan, the chairman, entered the hear- 
ing room. ) 

Mr. Kennepy. When there is something as important as this, you 
would not look into the files of the other offices? 

Mr. Opom. I couldn’t answer that question. 

Mr. Come. May I say, gentlemen, that we do not have evidence 
that this school as such is a subversive organization. 
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Mr. Kennepy. I understand that. I did not say that. You had 
evidence that the owner of the school was a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Cormz. We had evidence that was sufficient to convince us that 
she was identified with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Opox. But we had no evidence which we could have used in 
court to that effect. 

As a matter of fact. 

Mr. Kennepy. Isn’t that why you need legislation, just because of 
that? 

Mr. Opom. That would be one reason pointing at it; yes, sir. 

Mr. Kennepy. Excuse me? 

Mr. Opom. That would be one reason pointing at it. There might 
be other reasons why it was not desirable to have such legislation. 

Mr. Kennepy. Do you think it is still undesirable to have legislation 
dealing with this problem ? 

Mr. Ovom. I have expressed some views on that which are only my 
personal views. I can’t express those of the Administrator of Veter- 
ans’ Affairs. I can see great difficulty in attempting to enforce certain 
types of legislation. 4 : et 

said, I believe, that in my personal opinion I think that legislation 
could be justified which would give the Administrator some power and 
some discretion with respect to certain types of schools, not with re- 
spect to every type of school. 

The Cuarrman. You want it with respect to independent schools, 
or schools that are non-tax-supported ? 

Mr. Ovom. If you get into the broad field of academic study, it would 
be a tremendous thing to have to police such matters. 


The Cuarmman. But you do agree that the Federal Government 
ought not to pay out money to Communist schools or to schools that are 
operated by Communists, or where they have Communist teachers ? 

Mr. Ovom. Personally, I think it is bad business to pay out the tax- 
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payers’ money for the teaching of communism, or anything of the sort. 

The Cuarrman. Do you agree with me we ought not to be paying 
out tax money to a Communist for anything? 

Mr. Opom. Not because I have any sympathy with Communists, but 
because I do have considerable, as a lawyer, consideration for constitu- 
tional principles, I just hesitate to go too far in that direction. 

The CHarrman. You would want to go that far for somebody that 
has no respect for the Constitution and our system of government. I 
cannot think of any purpose I would want to have it paid out for unless 
it is to report them. 

Mr. Opom. I would like to finish in just about a minute more. 

When this retroactive disapproval was issued, we had already re- 
fused to make any further payments to this school. 

We did that because of fraud which we had discovered in connec- 
tion with the vouchers. And by June 1 we told the GI’s in that 
school that we were making no further payments to the school and 
they should make preparations to go out to other schools. 

Thereupon, the school applied in the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of New York for a writ of mandamus. 
That writ was denied by the court, which said that “As I see it, the 
plaintiff’s real quarrel is with the Education Department of the State 
of New York.” 
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Immediately they went to the circuit court of appeals the next day 
and they got a stay order to prohibit the Veterans’ Administration 
from refusing to pay the veterans, moving the veterans out of the 
school, or doing anything else that would be considered detrimental 
to the school. 

On June 30, that was dismissed by stipulation, June 30, 1952, be- 
cause in the meantime the school had been sold to non-Communist 
operators. 

At that time we had a claim of $456,000 against the school which 
we still have, and we have paid no money because of the fraud involved 
since that date. 

The CuHarrman. Thank you very much. 

In view of the legislative situation in the Senate today, I think it 
inadvisable for us to undertake to pursue the hearings further. 

I let you finish the statement without a quorum present under the 
rules so that you might conclude. 

I know of nothing else at the moment that we may need you for, 
but I will say to either of you who testified if you think of something 
else you want to add to your testimony, prepare a brief statement to 
that effect and submit it and we will include it in your testimony. 

Mr. Ovom. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuatrman. And we would like to have you consult with the 
staff here on proposed legislation and we will consider it. 

Mr. Opom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much. 

The committee will stand in recess. 

(Thereupon, at 3:30 p. m., the subcommittee was recessed, to recon- 
vene subject to call.) 
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SUPPLEMENTAL DATA 
No. 1 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., December 23, 1954. 
Hon. JoserH R. McCarruy, 
Chairman, Committee on Government Operations, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. 0. 

Dear SENATOR McCartuy: This letter is to provide you with additional in- 
formation from our files in respect to the Veterans’ Administration’s relationship 
with the Robert Louis Stevenson School, 246 West 80th Street, New York, N. Y., 
as requested by staff members of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations. 

In order that the entire matter may be placed in proper perspective, it is 
desired to mention certain provisions of Public Law 346, 78th Congress, which 
provided education and training benefits to veterans of World War II. 

Paragraph 4 of title II of Public Law 346 provides in part as follows: 

“From time to time the Administrator shall secure from the appropriate agency 
of each State a list of the educational and training institutions (including in- 
dustrial establishments), within such jurisdiction, which are qualified and 
equipped to furnish education or training (including apprenticeship and refresher 
or retraining training), which institutions, together with such additional ones 
as may be recognized and approved by the Administrator, shall be deemed quali- 
fied and approved to furnish education or training to such persons as shall enroll 
under this part: * * *.” 

The law further provides in paragraph 3 that a veteran “shall be eligible for 
and entitled to such course of education or training as he may elect, and at any 
approved educational or training institution at which he chooses to enroll, whether 
or not located in the State in which he resides, which will accept or retain him 
as a student or trainee in any field or branch of knowledge which such institution 
finds him qualified to undertake or pursue: * * *.” 

In addition to the foregoing, paragraph 8 provides in part: 

“No department, agency, or officer of the United States, in carrying out the 
provisions of this part, shall exercise any supervision or control, whatsoever, 
over any State educational agency, or State appresenticeship agency, or any 
educational or training institution: * * *.” 

The Robert Louis Stevenson School was approved by an agency of the State 
of New York on November 27, 1946, as qualified to offer courses to veterans. 
Thereafter, on January 16, 1948, the Robert Louis Stevenson Evening School was 
also approved by the State of New York for the same purpose. 

From time to time information has been received by the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion concerning the school and Dr. Annette T. Rubinstein, director, the earliest 
being during the latter part of 1946. Within the limits of the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration’s ability to disclose confidential information, the appropriate author- 
ities of the State of New York have from time to time been apprised of the 
general character of the information received by the Veterans’ Administration 
with the request that the State initiate appropriate action in connection with the 
suitability of this school for the enrollment of veterans. The first such reference 
was made to the State prior to April 2, 1947, and has continued at intervals 
until 1952. 

The Veterans’ Administration received notice on May 22, 1952, from the Uni- 
versity of the State of New York that the subject school had been withdrawn from 
the approved list of schools qualified and equipped to furnish education and 
training to veterans retroactively to August 10, 1951. 
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The school has never been included on the Attorney General’s list of subversive 
organizations. 

Subsequent to the receipt of notification that the school was no longer approved, 
the Veterans’ Administration was advised on or about June 27, 1952, that Annette 
T. Rubinstein had transferred ownership of the school effective June 30, 1952. 
It was reported that the new owners were a partnership consisting of the follow- 
ing copartners: Robert A. Carroll, Leo D. Rhodes, and Irving Payson Zinbarg. 

Information received by the Veterans’ Administration on June 16, 1952, was 
to the effect that the name of the school would be changed from the Robert Louis 
Stevenson School to Academy of the Americas. Thereafter, information received 
in central office on July 29, 1952, was that the school under the new ownership 
would retain the name of Robert Louis Stevenson School and operate at the 
same address, 246 West 80th Street, New York, N. ¥. Action by the University 
of the State of New York to approve the school under its new ownership as 
meeting the requirements of Public Law 346, 78th Congress, as amended by 
Public Law 610, 81st Congress, was transmitted to the Veterans’ Administration 
by letter dated July 16, 1952, and supplemented by letter dated July 21, 1952. 

Public Law 610, 8lst Congress, enacted on July 13, 1950, amended title II of 
Public Law 346, 78th Congress, and in part provides: 

“* * * That the Administrator shall disapprove a course in any institution® 
which has been in operation for a period of less than one year immediately prior 
to the date of enrollment in such course unless such enrollment was prior to 
August 24, 1949, but this shall not require or permit the disapproval of (a) any 
course in a public school or other tax-supported school, (b) any course in an 
institution which has been in operation for a period of more than one year 
which does not completely depart from the whole character of the instruction 
previously given by such institution, or (¢c) any course in an institution which 
has been in operation for a period of more than one year, by reason of a change 
in the location of such institution from one point to another within the same 
general locality: * * *.” 

Since the Robert Louis Stevenson School as it hade been constituted prior 
to May 22, 1952, had been disapproved by the State of New York and since the 
school under its new ownership and management had heen approved by the 
State of New York, it became necessary for a determination to be made as to 
whether, under its new ownership and management, the school would have 
to afford instruction for a period of 1 year prior to the date any veteran could 
enroll as a beneficiary under Public Law 3846, 78th Congress. The manager of 
the New York, N. Y., regional office of the Veterans’ Administation submitted 
this question for an opinion by the central office of the Veterans’ Administration 
in a letter dated July 28, 1952. 

The Veterans’ Administration’s regulation under which such determinations 
were made is to the effect that the requirement for operation for a period of at 
least 1 year would be met in respect to “a course given by an institution which, 
although having moved to a new location in the same general locality (a point 
within a radius of 25 miles of the original location) or changed ownership or 
management, remained essentialy the same institution with the same courses, 
and which as now or previously consituted has been in existence and operation 
more than 1 year.” Based upon an analysis of the facts and application of the 
foregoing rule, the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs held that the Robert Louis 
Stevenson School as then constituted was merely an old institution rejuvenated 
under new ownership and management. This information was transmitted by 
a telegram dated September 5, 1952, to the manager of the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration regional office, New York, N. Y. 

Your staff has requested to be provided information concerning the names of 
the faculty by the subject school. This information is ordinarily not required 
to be provided to the Veterans’ Administration but in this instance, a document 
was submitted by representatives of the school, dated July 10, 1952, which pro- 
vides some information in regard to the faculty. There is attached a photo- 
statie copy of the pertinent part of this report, identified as “Exhibit A.” 

There is also attached a photostatic copy of a letter from the New York, N. Y., 
regional office of the Veterans’ Administration, dated December 10, 1954, which 
provides information on the owners, administrative officials, and faculty of the 
school, together with data on current enrollments, This is identified as “Px- 
hibit B.” 

In response to the question raised by your staff concerning the outcome of 
a fiseal audit conducted by the Veterans’ Administration of the operation of 
this school, you are informed that an audit was conducted covering the period 
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from 1946 to June 1952. On the basis of this audit the Veterans’ Administration 
established an apparent overpayment of moneys to the school in an amount of 
$456,986.55. In addition, an audit of unpaid claims of the school in the gross 
amount of $314,841.26 established an apparent overcharge of $133,515.48 and 
improper billings in an additional amount of $6,748.05. Since these matters 
pertain to the former owners of the school, the matter was submitted by the 
Acting Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs in a letter of July 21, 1953, to the 
Comptroller General of the United States for final settlement. A photostatic 
copy of this letter of transmittal explaining the basis upon which the overpay- 
ments were established is attached and marked as “Exhibit C.” 

The Veterans’ Administration has been advised that settlement has not been 
made by the Comptroller General of the United States and that on November 
3, 1954, the matter was submitted to the Attorney General of the United States 
in a letter signed by Albert Goldstein, Assistant General Counsel of the General 
Accounting Office, for determination by the Department of Justice on the ques- 
tion of possible civil action against the said former owners of the subject 
school. 

There is also attached and marked as “Exhibit D” a photostatic copy of a 
letter of the General Counsel of the Veterans’ Administration dispatched on 
December 10, 1954 in response to a request from the Department of Justice. 

It was also requested that the committee be informed on the matter of liti- 
gation by the Robert Louis Stevenson School, whether in the United States 
district court in New York or the United States Court of Claims. You are 
informed that there is no record of an action having been instituted by the 
school in the United States Court of Claims. ‘There is a record of a case filed 
May 23, 1952, in the United States District Court for the Southern District of 
New York, civil action No. 76-30, entitled “Annette 7. Rubinstein, doing business 
as Robert Louis Stevenson School and Robert Louis Stevenson Evening School, 
Piaintiff, v. Carl R. Gray, Jr., individually and as Administrator, Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration, Charles J. Reichert, individually and as Manager of the New York 
Regional Office, Veterans Administration, and W. A. Gillcrist, individually and 
as Chief of Vocational Rehabilitation and Education Division, Regional Office, 
Veterans Administration.’ As to the last-mentioned action, the records in the 
Office of the General Counsel reflect that the plaintiff sought relief primarily 
restraining and enjoining the defendants from interfering in any way with the 
right of the plaintiff to act as a duly approved school under the rules and regu- 
lations of the Veterans’ Administration and laws of the United States and the 
State of New York, and from interfering with the students registered in said 
school or with contracts which the plaintiff then had in effect with the Veterans’ 
Administration. A temporary restraining order was issued without a hearing 
on the day the complaint was filed, but on May 29, 1952, District Judge Conger 
heard the plaintiff's motion for preliminary injunction and denied the same 
upon the following grounds: (1) That the court had no jurisdiction over the 
person of the defendants, the defendant Gray not having been served at all and 
the service on the other two defendants being defective; (2) that the plaintiff 
had no controversy with the Veterans’ Administration since the State education 
department had withdrawn its approval of the school, with the result that the 
plaintiff's quarrel was with the State rather than the Veterans’ Administration. 

Subsequently the plaintiff appealed to the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit, but on June 30, 1952 the appeal was discontinued pursuant 
to stipulation of counsel. On the same date an order was likewise entered dis- 
continuing the district court action in its entirety. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN 8S. PATTERSON, 
Deputy Administrator 
(For and in the absence of the Administrator). 





THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEw York, 
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, 
Albany, November 27, 1948. 
Gen. OMAR W. BRADLEY, 
Veterans’ Administration, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: The Robert Louis Stevenson School at 246 West 80th Street, New 
York City, is a registered secondary school and is, therefore, eligible for the 
education of veterans under Public Law 346. We understand that it is oper- 
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ating a veterans division at 101 West 16th Street, which is a separate unit from 
the registered secondary school. No annex or separate unit has been registered 
by the board of regents, therefore this veterans division of Robert Louis Steven- 
son School is not approved for the education of veterans under Public Law 
346. 
Sincerely yours, 
JOHN S. ALLEN, 
Coordinator, Veterans’ Affairs. 


May 19, 1952. 
MANAGER, 
VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION 
REGIONAL OFFICE, 
New York STATE. 
Dear Sir: The following school, previously approved, is being removed from 
the list of approved schools: 


Private Secondary Schools 


Robert Louis Stevenson School, 
126 West 80th Street, 
New York 24, N. Y. 


This school was notified August 10, 1951, that it was subject to section 5 of 
Public Law 610. No application for approval in compliance with the provisions 
of this section has been made. The school is, therefore, withdrawn from the 
approved list effective August 10, 1951. 

Sincerely yours, 
E. G. SrIMMons. 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
REGIONAL OFFICE, 
New York, N. Y., August 5, 1954. 


Subject : Cartoonists and Illustrators School, Inc., 245 East 23d Street, New York, 
A: Z: 
CHAIRMAN, 
Senate Committee on Government Operations, 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 
Washington, D. C. 


(Attention Mr. Charles A. Tracy, Investigator.) 


Dear Sir: Pursuant to oral request of Mr. Tracy made in this office on Wednes- 
day, August 4, 1954, the following information is supplied with respect to the 
above-named school. 

A private trade school license No. 466 was issued on August 20, 1947, by the 
University of the State of New York, Education Department, to Cartoonists and 
Illustrators School, located at No, 112 West 89th Street, New York City, whereby 
the school was authorized to give instruction in cartooning and illustrating 
(commercial art). A photostatic copy of the license is attached marked “Exhibit 
A”. Subsequently the school furnished this office copies of various letters from 
the University of the State of New York, State Education Department, Albany, 
N. Y., supplementing the license issued August 20, 1947, For your information, 
there are enclosed photostatic copies of the following letters: 


Letter of the State education department, dated September 11, 1947, to 
Silas H. Rhodes, director of the school, marked “Hxhibit B.” 

Letter of the State education department, dated October 21, 1947, also to 
Mr. Rhodes, marked “Exhibit ©.” 

Letter of the State education department, dated October 11, 1948, also to 
Mr. Rhodes, marked “Exhibit D.” 


In February and April 1950, the State education department approved new 
quarters at 245 Hast 23d Street, New York, N. Y. The school operated at that 
address thereafter to date. 

The files of this office contain a photostatic copy of an agreement made on 
September 25, 1950, between Silas H. Rhodes and Burne Hogarth and Cartoonists 





118 COMMUNIST OWNERSHIP OF GI SCHOOLS 


and Illustrators School, Inc., wherein it was recited that Mr. Rhodes and Mr. 
Hogarth had been conducting the school as partners and agreed to transfer all 
assets of the partnership known as Cartoonists and Illustrators School to Car- 
toonists and Illustrators School, Inc., in return for stock of the corporation. A 
photostatic copy of the said agreement is attached hereto marked “Exhibit EB.” 

By letter dated September 19, 1952, this office was advised by the State educa- 
tion department of the approval of the school under Public Law 550, 82d Congress 
(title 88, U. S. C. 911 et seq.). A photostatic copy of the letter of September 19, 
1952 is attached marked “Exhibit F.” 

During the period from September 1947 to date various veterans have been 
trained at the school and under the laws granting education and training benefits 
to veterans, namely under Public Law 16, 78th Congress (title 38, U. 8. C. 701 (f) 
and Veterans Regulation 1a, pt. VII, title 38, U. S. C. ch. 12 A), Public Law 894, 
81st Congress (title 38, U. S. C. 701a) ; Public 346, 78th Congress (title 38 U. S. C. 
701 (f) and Veterans Regulation la, pt. VIII, 38 U. 8. C. ch. 12 A) and Public 
Law 550, 82d Congress, supra. 

As indicated above the school was approved by the State education department, 
University of the State of New York, under the various applicable statutes. For 
your information there is enclosed being marked “Exhibit G” copy of House Coim- 
mittee Print 308, dated August 5, 1952, containing the entire text of the various 
laws involved. 

The records of this office indicate that the sum of approximately $880,000 was 
paid to the school for tuition for training given and books and supplies furnished 
under Public Laws 16, 346, and 894 from September 1947 to date. It is further 
indicated as of June 30, 1954, there were 5 veterans in training under Public Law 
16, 4 under Public Law 346, 8 under Public Law 894, and 119 under Public 
Law 550. There are attached I.B.M. cards containing the name and C number 
of each of the veterans in training as of June 30, 1954. As was pointed out to 
Mr. Tracy on August 4, 1954, under Public Law 550 payments are not made to the 
school but are made to the individual veterans who in turn reimburse the school 
for tuition for training given. 

The files of this office do not indicate that any complaint was received during 
the years 1947-54 with respect to the type or quality of instruction given at the 
school. In addition to the names of Silas Rhodes, Burne Hogarth the files of this 
office indicate that Charles H. McLean was at one time registrar of the school 
and that Paula Rhodes was model monitor and model registrar. In addition the 
files indicate that Silas H. Rhodes is president of Cartoonists & Lilustrators 
School, Inc., holding 50 shares of stock, Burne Hogarth is vice president holding 
50 shares, and Paula Rhodes is secretary-treasurer with no shares of stock. As 
of August 19, 1952, the addresses of Mr. Rhodes was 1 Garden Street, Baldwin, 
Long Island; Mr. Hogarth, 350 West End Avenue, New York, N. Y., and Paula 
Rhodes, 35 West 82d Street, New York. 

In addition, by letter of July 26, 1954, this office was advised of an action insti- 
tuted by the Cartoonists & Illustrators School, Inc., against the United States 
in the Court of Claims, No. 226-54, wherein the petitioner seeks to collect 
$40,831.11, which is asserted to have been withheld by the VA as a result of 
a determination that an overpayment to the school existed with respect to books, 
supplies, and handling charges. An overpayment was set up by this regional 
office as a result of information obtained in an investigation initiated when it 
was discovered that the wives of Silas Rhodes and Burne Hogarth were the 
owners of Cartoonists & Illustrators Book and Supply Store which was set up 
in the school premises at or about the time the school commenced business. 

There are enclosed photostatic copy of prospectus of the school (front and 
back) and photostatic copy of syllabus, consisting of 23 pages, which were 
attached to a contract between this office and the school under Public Law 346 
covering in part the years 1948 and 1949. Other contracts with the school had 
attachments of a similar nature. 

In view of the short period of time available for the preparation of this infor- 
mation and in view of the number and size of the files relative to the school it is 
impossible to include all information available in the files of this office with 
respect to the school. Any additional information that you may desire will be 
furnished on request. 

Very truly yours, 
C. J. RetcHert, Manager. 
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THe UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 
THe Strate EpucaTion DEPARTMENT, 
Albany, September 30, 1947. 
Gen. OMAR N. BRADLEY, 
Veterans’ Adminisration, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sig: This is to advise you that the following schools have been added to 
the list of schools approved for the education of veterans under Public Law 346: 


New schools 


American Negro Theater School (approved as of April 21, 1947), 15 West 126th 
Street, New York, N. Y., Abram Hill, director. Theatrical course consists of 
9 hours per week for 32 weeks, tuition $160. 

RAF Aireraft Service, Gowanda Airport (approved September 25, 1947), 
Gowanda, N. Y., Leland R. Allen, director. Private pilot’s course is for land- 
based planes and consists of 50 hours of ground school and a maximum of 40 hours 
of flight training for a maximum tuition fee of $449.15. 

Newburgh Seaplane Base (approved September 25, 1947), 140 Front Street, 
Newburgh, N. Y., Edward M. Rockwell, director. Private pilot’s course is for 
seaplanes and consists of 50 hours of ground school and a maximum of 45 hours 
of flight training for a maximum fee of $445.20. 

Retail Lumber Training Institute, Northeastern Retail Lumbermens Associa- 
tion (approved September 18, 1947), 82 St. Paul Street, Rochester, N. Y. Retail 
lumber training course consists of 25 hours per week for 1 month (444 weeks) 
for a tuition fee of $60 including the registration fee of $10. Courses to be given 
at New York State College of Forestry, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Rockledge Auto Driving School (approved September 25, 1947), 538 South 
Broadway, Yonkers, N. Y.; Benjamin Fine, director. Course in automobile driv- 
ing consists of 10 one-half hour lessons and the use of a car for the test, tuition 
$25. 

School for Educational Advancement, Inec., Brooklyn Academy Preparatory 
School (approved September 24, 1947), Montague and Henry Streets, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Maurice Wollin, director. Refresher and coaching courses as follows: 


Teacher, elementary school, 3 hours per week for 30 weeks______--_- $100 
Teacher, junior-high school, 3 hours per week for 30 weeks___________ 100 
Teacher, high school, 3 hours per week for 30 weeks_________________ 100 
First assistant, high school, 2 hours per week for 30 weeks __________ 75 
Assistant to principal, elementary school, 3 hours per week for 75 
WON es aa Dior acl attends os nocd Aerts aban inte evertest-aeosserentenandecaranseshtighisarerermeepeate 250 
Principal, elementary school, 3 hours per week for 90 weeks__________ 300 


Sky School (approved September 25, 1947), 139 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, 
N. Y.; Edwin T. Carine, Jr., director. Aviation courses as follows: 


Preflight aeronautics: 30 hours for a tuition fee of__-___ alle alae $30 
Private pilot’s ground school: 50 hours for a tuition fee of.__._.__._.____ 35 
Advanced ground school: 100 hours for a tuition fee of_._..._.___.._._- 70 
Instrument pilot’s ground school: 30 hours for a tuition fee of__.__.__ 21 
Instructor's rating ground school: 40 hours for a tuition fee of______-_ 28 


Utica Auto School (approved September 25, 1947), 1421 St. Johns Place, Brook- 
iyn, N. ¥.; Jacob Falk. Course in automobile driving consists of 8 one-half hour 
lessons and the use of a car for the test, tuition $20. 

Yonkers Seaplane Base & Flying Service, Inc. (approved September 25, 1947), 
foot of Ludlow Street, Yonkers, N. Y.; William F. Kinser, manager. Private 
pilot’s course is for seaplanes only and consists of 50 hours of ground school and 
a maximum of 45 hours of flight training for a maximum tuition fee of $497.50. 


Branch office approved 


Veteran’s Auto Driving School, 132 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y.; Perry A. 
Fischer, director. On September 25, 1947, approved branch at: 1738 Coney 
Island Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y, 
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Approval of specific courses 


Eastern Air Navigation Service, 5 West 46th Street, New York, N. ¥.; Warren 
©. Youngclaus, director. Approved specific courses are as follows: 


Preflight, course: 35 hours of ground and school ahd 4 hours of Link 
Trainer, tuition 
Pilot’s Ground School: 


Approval of advanced courses 


Waiman Associates, 1658 Broadway, New York; Herbert I. Avery, director. 
Approved advanced combination course in ballet and tap dancing 17% hours 
per week for 30 weeks, tuition $522. Above course is approved as of June 80, 
1947. 

Approval of extended courses 


New York Musical Institute Foundation, 37-44 82d Street, Jackson Heights, 
N. Y. Victor Beresoff, director. On September 26, 1947, extended approval to 
include a second semester in each of the 17 weeks courses in music. Approved 
courses are as follows: 


A complete course of 2 semesters, each semester consisting of 16 
hours per week for 17 weeks, tuition 

A 2 semester course in private instruction, each semester to consist of 
6 hours per week for 17 weeks, tuition 

A 2 semester course for smaller groups, each semester consisting of 6 
hours per week for 17 weeks, tuition 

A 2 semester course of private instruction in vocal or instrumental 
music, each semester to consist of 1 hour per week for 17 weeks, 
tuition 


Approval of additional courses 


Young Men’s Christian Association, 55 Hanson Place, Brooklyn 17, N. Y.: 
Mr. L. H. Calvert, director of education. On September 29, 1947, approved 
course in fundamentals of oil painting. Course consists of 6 hours per week 
for 15 weeks, tuition $50. 

Cambridge School of Radio Broadcasting, 220 West 42d Street, New York, 
N. Y.; Miss Bess Stern, director. On September 26, 1947, approved compre- 
hensive course in broadcasting consisting of 9 hours per week for 36 weeks, 
tuition $190. 

Insurance Society of New York, Inc., 107 William Street, New York 7, N. Y.; 
Mr. Arthur ©. Goerlich, dean. On September 8, 1947, approved New York State 
life agents’ examination course consisting of 40 hours for a tuition fee, includ- 
ing registration, of $29.50. 


School disapproved September 18, 1947 


Davis School, 1910 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, N. Y.; Mr. Walter M. Wynne, direc- 
tor. 


Approved higher or professional courses added 


Albany Medical College, 43 New Scotland Avenue, Albany 3, N. Y.; Dr. R. 8. 
Cunningham. Approved program of education training in the department of 
physiology and medicine as of July 1, 1947, in addition to courses already ap- 
proved. 

There have been the following changes in the status of the private trade 
schools: 

New schools 


Cartoonists and Illustrators School (approved September 4, 1947), 112 West 
89th Street, New York, N. Y.; Mr. Silas Rhodes, director. Cartooning-illustrat- 
ing (commercial art). 

Ogdensburg Flying Service Flight School (approved September 16, 1947), 
Ogdensburg Municipal Airport, Ogdensburg, N. Y.: Mr. John H. Robillard, direc- 
tor. Private pilots course, commercial pilots course, instructors rating course, 
instrument rating course. 
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Radio-Electronics School of New York (approved August 26, 1947), 52 Broad- 
way, New York, N. Y.; Col. R. L. Duncan, director. Radio technician, 892 hours, 
tuition $454 plus supplies. 

Spa Air Service Flying School (approved September 15, 1947), Ballston Spa 
Airport, Ballston Spa, N. Y.; Mr. William W. Streever, director. Commercial 
pilots course, private pilots course. 

Whitman School of Interior Decoration (approved September 18, 1947), 170 
Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y.; Mrs. Mildred Whitman, director. Interior 
decoration, 2-year course, each year 25 hours a week for 34 weeks, tuition $400 
plus supplies and matriculation fee of $15. 


Change of address 


Auditore School of Patternmaking and Dressmaking, 406 East 149th Street, 
N. Y., to: 541 East 138th Street, New York, N. Y. 


Annex opened 


Melville Radio Institute, Inc., 45 West 45th Street, New York, N. Y. 


Courses added 


Brooklyn Leading Designing Academy, 717 Broadway, Brooklyn, N. Y. Pattern- 
making and sewing of ladies’ undergarments. 
Sincerely yours, 
JouN 8S. ALLEN, 
Chairman, Committee on Approved Schools for Veterans. 


THer UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 
THe STATE EpucaTION DEPARTMENT, 
Albany, N. Y., September 19, 1952. 
MANAGER, 
Veterans’ Administration, 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Str: You are hereby notified that under the authority conferred by Public 
Law 550, 82d Congress, the following courses and training programs have been 
approved, the conditions of approval being those indicated in connection with 
each course and/or educational institution. 


Cartoonists and Illustrators School 
245 East 23d Street 

New York 10, N. Y. 

Mr. Silas H. Rhodes, director 


Effective as of September 2, 1952, the following nonaccredited courses are ap- 
proved in conformity with Public Law 550, section 254, under conditions described 
in the application for approval as amended, and the current catalog, which are 
transmitted herewith. 

The enrollment limitations (capacity) and student-teacher ratios indicated 
for each course have been established subject to emergency adjustments accept- 
able to the State education department. 





Student-teacher 
ratio 


Course title and length 





1. Commercial art, cartooning; 3 years, 2,700 hours..................---.-. 
2. Commercial art, illustration; 3 years, 2,700 hours... .............--.-.-- 
3. Advertising iustration; 1,850 hours...............26........2.--.224--- 
4. Technical illustration; 1,350 hours................................- i. 
5. Art for television advertising; 150 hours_._..............---.-----.----- 





Note.—Facilities for the following courses are interchangeable: Courses Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 


Sincerely yours, 
BE. G. SIMMONS. 
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VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
REGIONAL OFFICE, 
Philadelphia, Pa., December 9, 1954. 
Personal—Ofificial. 
To: Deputy Administrator for Veterans Benefits, VA Central Office, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 
Subject: Radio Television Technical School, Allentown, Pa. 


The following information relative to subject school is submitted pursuant 
to your letter of December 6, 1954. 

1. The official name of the school is Radio Television Technical School. <Ac- 
cording to the files of this office, the owners are: B. L. Freudberg, M. Michael 
Freedland, Albert B. Gerber, 8S. Harry Gelfand, Allan Lytal and Joseph F, 
Lockard, 

2. Instruction has been offered at 29-31 North 7th Street, Allentown, Pa. 

3. The school was established on July 1, 1949. 

4. It was approved for the training of veterans under Public Law 346, efective 
July 1, 1949, and under Public Law 550 as of September 8, 1952, by the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, Harrisburg, Pa. Approval to train veterans under 
Public Law 16 was granted by this office, with an effective date of November 
23, 1953. There have been no changes in the approval status of the institution. 

5. The school has been in continuous operation since July 1, 1949. 

6. As of October 31, 1954, veteran enrollment consisted of 2 Public Law 346 
trainees, 6 Public Law 16 trainees, and 105 Public Law 550 trainees. 

7. The sum of $110,234.04 has been paid to the school for tuition, fees, and 
other allowable charges under Public Laws 16 and 346. In addition, payments 
totaling $1,053 have been made to cover an administrative allowance for the 
preparation of reports and certifications required under Public Law 550. 

8. This office has no confidential information regarding any unethical, sub- 
versive, or questionable practices on the part of the owners, directors, or faculty 
of the school. However, an article appearing in The Philadelphia Inquirer of 
October 14, 1954, regarding testimony of Herman E. Thomas before the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee, indicated that Mr. Thomas had stated that 
Michael Freedland, who operates a television technical school “which partici- 
pates in the GI educational program” was a member of the Communist Party. 
It would appear that Michael Freedland may be M. Michael Freedland, one of 
the owners of the Radio Television Technical School. A copy of the item in 
question is submitted herewith. 

Roserr W. WILson, Manager. 





Division OF TRAINING FACILITIES FOR VETERANS, 
Harrisburg, July 8, 1949. 
Re: Radio Television Technical School, 29-31 North Seventh Street, Allen- 
town, Pa. 
Effective: July 1, 1949. 
Mr. EpWIN FRIEDMAN, 
Chief, Training Facilities Section, Veterans’ Administration, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Sir: The subject facility is hereby approved under maximum conditions as 
follows : 
1. Course approved: Radio and television maintenance and repair. 
(a) Length of course: 50 weeks. 
(b)* Sessions per day: Morning—afternoon—evening. 
(c) Number of trainees per session: 25. 
(@) Teacher-student load: 25. 
Sincerely yours, 
Roy G. ForNWALT, 
Chief, Training Facilities for Veterans. 


2See DPI Form 17. 





COMMUNIST OWNERSHIP OF GI SCHOOLS 123 


COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
DIVISION OF TRAINING FACILITIES FOR VETERANS, 
Harrisburg, November 26, 1952. 
Mr. Ropert W. Riepy, 
Director, Radio Television Technical School, 
Allentown, Pa. 


DeAR Mr. Riedy: We are authorized to inform you that the Radio Television 
Technical School, Allentown, Pa., having met the provisions of section 254 (b) 
of Public Law 550, 82d Congress, is approved effective September 8, 1952, to 
offer the following nonaccredited course as described in the enclosed bulletin, 
volume 101 of 1952, and application, with a maximum enrollment of 50 students 
from all sources at any one and the same time and a maximum student-teacher 
ratio of 25 to 1: 

1. Radio television maintenance and repair (1,250 hours) ; 40 maximum, 
day; 50 maximum, evening. 

This is to certify also that your course has met all the criteria for approval in 
accordance with the provisions of Public Law 550, 82d Congress from September 
8, 1952, to the date of this letter. 

The Veterans’ Administration in Philadelphia is being informed of this approval 
by a copy of this letter. 

Very truly yours, 
Roy G. ForNwa tt, 
Chief, Division of Training Facilities for Veterans. 





OcToBER 18, 1949. 
Hon. Joun S. Woon, 
Chairman, Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

DEAR Mr. Woop: This letter is in further reply to your request to the Admin- 
istrator of July 21, 1949, for certain information in connection with selected 
schools classified as subversive by either the Attorney General of the United 
States or by the Committee on Un-American Activities of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. This letter will also supplement my acknowledgment to you of 
August 8, 1949, in which you were informed that the information requested was 
being secured from our regional offices having responsibility for veterans’ affairs 
in the areas in which the listed schools are located. 

The Veterans’ Administration records reveal that the following schools listed 
in your letter of July 21, 1949, have never been approved for veterans training 
under Public Law 346, 78th Congress, as amended: 

Abraham Lincoln School, Chicago, Ill. 

Boston School of Social Science, Boston, Mass. 

Commonwealth College, Mena, Ark. 

Jefferson School of Social Science, New York, N. Y. 

New England Labor. College, Chelsea, Mass. 

School of Jewish Studies, New York, N. Y. 

Seattle Labor School, Seattle, Wash. 

Tom Mooney Labor School, San Francisco, Calif. 

Ohio School of Social Science (address not known). 

People’s Educational Center, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Philadelphia School of Social Science and Art, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Progressive Labor School (formerly Workers School), Boston, Mass. 
Samuel Adams School, Boston, Mass. 

Tom Payne School, Westchester, N. Y. 

Tom Payne School of Social Science, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Walt Whitman School of Social Science, Newark, N. J. 

Also, Veterans’ Administration records reveal that the following schools listed 
in your letter of July 21, 1949, were previously approved for veterans training 
under Public Law 346 but are not presently approved for such training: 

Actors’ Laboratory Theater (also known as the Hollywood Actors’ Labora- 
tory School), Los Angeles, Calif. 
California Labor School, San Francisco, Calif. 

The Actors’ Laboratory Theater was approved for veterans training under 

Public Law 346 on May 18, 1945, and had been in operation from that date until 
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the school’s voluntary withdrawal from the program. The Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration Regional Office, Los Angeles, Calif., was notified by the State approv- 
ing agency of such withdrawal on August 2, 1949. The school is not presently 
approved, all veterans in a training status having been terminated as of June 
15, 1949. Exhibit A lists the name, address, and C number of each veteran 
receiving Federal funds while in a training status in that school during its 
approval period, together with the amount of Federal funds which each veteran 
had received for subsistence allowance, tuition, and supplies, amounting to a 
total of $272,148.92. The California Labor School was approved for veterans 
training under Public Law 346 on October 8, 1945, and such approval was can- 
celed on July 27, 1947. This school is not presently approved for veterans 
training under Public Law 346. Exhibit B lists the name, address, and C 
number of each veteran receiving Federal funds while in a training status in 
that school during its approval period, together with the amount of Federal 
funds which each veteran had received for subsistence allowance and tuition 
(including supplies), amounting to a total of $196,947.55. 

Also, Veterans’ Administration records reveal that the dramatic workshop 
of the New School of Social Research, New York, N. Y., was approved for vet- 
erans’ training under Public Law 346 from the early part of 1945 to June 1949. 
In July 1949, the Dramatic Work Shop of the New School of Social Research 
received Public Law 346 approval under the name of the Dramatic Work Shop 
and Technical Institute, establishing a separate school from the New School 
of Social Research. This school is presently approved for veterans training 
under Public Law 346. Exhibit C lists the name, address, and C number of 
each veteran receiving Federal funds while in a training status in that school 
during its approval period, together with the amount of Federal funds which 
each veteran had received for tuition, supplies, and subsistence allowance, 
amounting to a total of $921,938.79. These figures represent payments of Fed- 
eral funds to this school and to veterans enrolled therein through June 30, 1949. 

It is believed that the information supplied above and in the attached exhibits 
furnishes your committee with the information which was requested in your 
letter of July 21, 1949. If there is further information which your committee 
desires relative to this or other matters, a specific request will be given prompt 
attention by this Administration. 

Sincerely yours, 
O. W. CLarkK, 
Deputy Administrator. 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 11, 1956. 
Mr. Ropert F. KENNEDY, 
Chief Counsel, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 
Committee on Government Operations, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. KenNepy: This is in further reference to your letter dated November 
15, 1955, which requested information regarding certain schools training veterans. 
This supplements our letter dated December 20, 1955, and furnishes information 
supplied by our field offices. 


Cartoonists and Ilustrators School, New York City 


1. Examination of files of the field office reveals no information indicating a 
relationship between Silas H. Rhodes and Dr. Annette T. Rubinstein. 

2. The New York State Education Department included approval of this school 
for Public Law 346 along with others in a letter dated September 30, 1947. 
The field office files also contain a photostatic copy of a letter dated September 
11, 1947, from the New York State Education Department, addressed to Mr. 
Silas H. Rhodes, director, Cartoonist and Illustrators School, in which the school 
was notified of its approval. The approval under Public Law 550 was contained 
in a letter from the New York State Education Department dated September 
19, 1952. Photostatic copies of the above letters are enclosed. 

3. The enrollment of veterans, by law, as of October 31, 1955, was as follows: 


Public Laws 16 and 894 13 


Public Law 346 : 33 
Public Law 550. 


278 
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The number of nonveterans and veterans converted to the equivalent of full- 
time students as of December 21, 1955, was 177 nonveterans and 149 veterans. 
This indicates that 54 percent of student hours of instruction were being given 
to nonveterans. 

4. Estimate of the total payments made (not including moneys withheld) to 
the school by the VA through October 1955, is as follows: 


Public Laws 16 and 346 $1, 098, 067. 14 
Public Law 550 reporting allowance 5, 338. 00 


1, 103, 405. 14 


It is estimated that Public Law 550 veterans have paid the school tuition in 
the amount of $158,890.50 


Robert Louis Stevenson School, New York City 

1. Enclosed is a photostatic copy of each of the requested letters from the 
New York State Education Department, dated November 27, 1946, and July 16, 
1952, covering Public Law 346 approval and letter dated December 1, 1952, 
which constitutes the notice of approval under Publi Law 550. 

2. There is no information in the files of the field office which would indicate 
that the present owners, officers and/or faculty have communistic background 
or leanings or that the courses offered are subversive in nature. 

3. The enrollment of veterans, by laws, as of October 31, 1955, was as follows: 


Public Laws 16 and 894_ 
Public Law 346 
Public Law 550 


We do not have information as to the number of nonveterans enrolled on 
October 31, 1955. However, as of June 13, 1955, approximately 5 percent of 
the students were nonveterans. Files do not contain information to enable us 
to make a comparison between nonveteran and veteran student hours of 
instruction. 

4. Estimate of total payments made (not including moneys withheld) to the 
school by the VA through October 1955, is as follows: 


-*ayments to former owner, Public Laws 16 and 346 $2, 081, 397. 96 
Payments to present owner: 
Public Law 346 only. 262, 169. 48 
Public Law 550 reporting allowance 12, 430. 00 


Total 2, 355, 997. 44 


It is estimated that Public Law 550 veterans have paid the school tuition 
in the amount of $518,733.60. 


Radio Television Technical School, Allentown, Pa. 


1. The Pennsylvania Department of Public Instruction approved this school, 
effective July 1, 1949, for Public Law 346 training by letter dated July 8, 1949, 
and amended this approval, effective July 1, 1949, by letter dated November 23, 
1949, authorizing an enrollment of 40 each session in lieu of 25. The school 
was approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Public Instruction for Public 
Law 550 training, effective September 8, 1952, by notice of approval to the 
Veterans’ Administration dated November 26, 1952. Photostatic copies are 
enclosed. 

2. Total payments made to the school by the VA through September 30, 1955, 
were: 

Public Laws 16 and 346 $113, 907. 43 
Public Law 5650 reporting allowance___._...----.-~-----..------~ 2, 478. 00 


116, 385. 43 


It is estimated that Public Law 550 veterans have paid the school tuition in 
the amount of $83,334.00. 
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8. The enrollment of veterans by law, as of Octbeor 31, 1955, was as follows: 


Public Law 346 
Public Laws 16 and 894 
Public Law 550 


Total 
We do not have information as to the number of nonveterans enrolled on 
October 81, 1955: However, as of August 2, 1955, approximately 17 percent of 
student hours of instruction were being given to nonveterans. 
We believe information herein provided in conjunction with information 
previously furnished complies with your request. 
Sincerely yours, 
H. V. Hietey, Administrator. 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 
Washington D. C., March 2, 1956. 
Hon. JoHn L. McCLeLLan, 
Chairman, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 
Committee on Government Operations United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR SENATOR McCLetiaNn: This will refer to your letter of February 9, 1956, 
requesting information with respect to the schools named therein for the comple- 
tion of the record of the recent hearings held by your subcommittee concerning 
alleged Communist control of certain schools. 

Information in response to the first three questions of your letter (and, where 
applicable, to the fourth question) is furnished below with respect to each such 
school, numbered to correspond to the questions : 


California Labor School, San Francisco, Calif. 


1. Contracts were in existence for the training of veterans under Public Law 
16, 78th Congress, during the period beginning May 6, 1946, and ending July 12, 
1947. 

2. The determination that no further Public Law 16 veterans would be sent to 
the school was made in October 1946. This determination was made because of 
allegations of Communist control. The subcommittee was advised by letter 
dated November 21, 1955, that in October 1946 the Veterans’ Administration 
arranged to trans!nit to the Division of Readjustment Education of the California 
State Departmen: of Education information concerning the character of the 
school and its personnel. 

3. The subcommittee was advised by letter dated November 21, 1955, that 2 
Public 16 veterans were enrolled in November 1946, and they were permitted to 
continue, since completion of training was imminent. Records have been reex- 
amined and it is found that only 1 Public Law 16 veteran was enrolled as of 
November 10, 1946. This veteran was enrolled for 2 hours of ceramics weekly 
which he could not secure at the principal institution, the California School of 
Fine Arts. 


Robert Louis Stevenson School, New York City. 

1. A contract was in existence for the training of veterans under Public Law 16, 
78th Congress, during the period September 23, 1946, through June 30, 1947. 

2. The Veterans’ Administration determined on April 2, 1947, that no further 
Public Law 16 veterans would be sent to the school. As the subcommittee has 
heretofore been advised by letter dated December 20, 1955, this determination was 
based on the fact that there were many institutions in New York which were 
adequate to provide courses such as those offered by this school, and on informa- 
tion then available indicating that one or more of the officers of the school were 
conspicuously identified with the Communist Party. 

8. Public Law 16 veterans already enrolled were not allowed to continue train- 
ing at this school after the determination was made by the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration to enroll no more veterans. 


Cartoonists & Illustrators School, New York City 


1. Contracts were in existence for training of veterans under Public Law 16, 
78th Congress, during the period beginning September 8, 1947, and ending 
February 29, 1956. 
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2. The Veterans’ Administration determined on October 7, 1954, that no further 
Public Law 16 veterans would be sent to the school. The subcommittee, by 
letter dated December 20, 1955, was advised that induction of additional veterans 
under this law had been suspended and that no additional inductions were 
contemplated, pending further consideration of information which had been 
received and which appeared to have a bearing on this case. It was determined 
that additional enrollments of disabled veterans would be contrary to good public 
policy, until all the facts could be developed concerning the associations and 
activities of two persons identified in the direction of the school. 

3. The subcommittee was advised by letter dated January 11, 1956, that 13 
Public Law 16 or Public Law 894, 8ist Congress. veterans were in training on 
October 31, 1955. These veterans were permitted to continue, both because it 
was considered that their rehabilitation would be impeded or delayed by trans- 
ferring to another course of training, and to comply with requests made by staff 
members of the subcommittee that no action be taken that would give indication 
of the identity of schools under investigation by the committee. 

4. An examination of the Veterans’ Administration files discloses that the 
earliest reports relating to prior activities and associations on the part of two 
persons identified in the direction of the school had been received during the 
summer of 1951. 


Radio Television Technical School, Allentown, Pa. 


1. Contract was in existence for training of veterans under Public Law 16, 
78th Congress, during the period beginning November 23, 19538, and ending 
November 22, 1955. 

2. The Philadelphia Regional Office of the Veterans’ Administration on Sep- 
tember 14, 1955, determined that no further Public Law 16 veterans would be 
sent to the school and no Public Law 16 or Public Law 894 veterans have been 
inducted since that date. The determination was made that it would be contrary 
to the public interest to induct further disabled veterans into the school until the 
facts could be developed concerning past or present activities or asosciations of a 
person or persons having ownership of school. 

3. One veteran was permitted to continue because it was considered that re- 
habilitation would be impeded or delayed by transferring the student to another 
course of training. 

4. An examination of Veterans’ Administration files indicates a lack of any 
information regarding Communist activities or associations on the part of anyone 
exercising ownership or direction of the school prior to a news item appearing in 
The Philadelphia Inquirer on August 4, 1955, relating to public testimony given 
before a House Un-American Activities Subcommittee on August 3, 1955. 

With respect to your fifth question, the Veterans’ Administration has estab- 
lished no procedure to automatically check the names of owners and instructors 
at all schools training veterans from a security standpoint, In this connection 
attention is invited to the fact that, while under the vocational rehabilitation 
training program the Veterans’ Administration has responsibility for selecting 
the training facility at which vocational training is to be obtained, the educa- 
tional and training programs of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act and of the 
Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act present different situations. Under 
those laws the administration of education and training is based upon the 
approval of schools or other training facilities by appropriate State approving 
agencies. Subject to statutory restrictions, principally relating to avocational 
and recreational training, the veteran has the right to elect any approved course 
he desires and to pursue such course in a school selected by himself. Specific 
provisions in both laws prohibit the Government from exercising any supervision 
or control of schools or of State approving agencies. It may be recalled that this 
matter was the subject of a discussion between Mr. Tracy, investigator for the 
subcommittee, and Mr. Sam H. Coile, Director, Vocational Rehabilitation and 
Education Service of the Veterans’ Administration on November 30, 1954. At 
that time, Mr. Tracy was informed that it was questionable whether the agency 
had a legitimate interest in obtaining lists of faculty members of schools |.2rtici- 
pating in the veterans’ education and training programs, in view of the afore- 
mentioned provisions of law. 

The Veterans’ Administration desires'to avail itself of the invitation to submit 
supplemental information for the record extended at the close of testimony on 
February 6, 1956. The remainder of this reply will be addressed to such purpose. 

An examination of the files of the Veterans’ Administration has revealed no 
instance wherein a school has continued to enjoy the approval of the State in 
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which it is located for the training of veterans under the provisions of title II of 
the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, as amended, after such institution 
has been included on the Attorney General’s list issued pursuant to Executive 
Order 9835, as amended. In cases where an institution has not been so listed, but 
concerning which allegations have been made in this regard, it has been the 
practice of the Veterans’ Administration to refer all information in its possession 
to the Department of Justice. 

Attention is invited to a report rendered by the Administrator of Veterans’ 
Affairs to Hon. Elbert D. Thomas, chairman, Committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare, United States Senate, on January 25. 1950, on the administration of the 
educational and training provisions of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
1944, as amended, wherein a table, on page 46 of the report, shows a total of 
40,797 educational institutions on the approved list as of October 31, 1949, broken 


down as follows: 


Institutions of higher learning 
Schools below college level 87, 545 


Of the schools below college level, the breakdown is as follows: 


Public or private nonprofit 
Private profit 

The committee is also informed that the records of the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion disclose that on October 31, 1955, veterans under one or another of the laws 
administered by the Veterans’ Administration were enrolled in a total of 10,670 
institutions, broken down as follows: 


I Oe NE SE a ascrnSiincvinnan eninpyarinin sh gues thseneniinnnennhcuibbiio apis 
Schools below college level 


Of the schools below college level, the breakdown is as follows: 


Public or private nonprofit 
Private profit 


You are assured that the Veterans’ Administration stands ready to cooperate 
fully in providing any additional facts of which your committee may have need. 
Sincerely yours, 
H. V. Hietey, Administrator. 


VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION, 
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C., March 28, 1956. 
Hon. JoHN L. McClean, 
Chairman, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 
Committee on Government Operations, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR MCCLELLAN: This will refer to the telephone request of March 
13, 1956, from Mr. Paul J. Tierney, of the subcommittee staff, to Mr. Leonard W. 
Goulde, of the staff of the Chief Benefits Director, for information to supplement 
that contained in the Veterans’ Administration letter dated March 2, 1956, con- 
cerning the Radio Television Technical School, Allentown, Pa., and the Cartoon- 
ists & Illustrators School, New York City. 

As to the first-mentioned school, a check of the files shows that paragraph 4 
under the heading “Radio Television Technical School, Allentown, Pa.” in the 
March 2, 1956, letter, should have read: 

“4. An examination of Veterans’ Administration files indicates a lack of any 
information regarding Communist activities or associations on the part of any- 
one exercising ownership or direction of the school prior to a news item appearing 
in the Philadelphia Inquirer on October 14, 1954, relating to public testimony 
given before a Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on October 13, 1954.” 

Mr. Tierney also directed attention to the references appearing in paragraphs 
2 and 4, under the heading “Cartoonists & Illustrators School, New York City,” 
to information in the possession of the Veterans’ Administration concerning the 
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“association and activities of two persons identified in the direction of the 
school,” and requested more specific identification of the character of said in- 
formation. 

In this connection, the Veterans’ Administration is not permitted to divulge 
the source or content of the information above referenced concerning the Car- 
toonists & Illustrators School, since it was obtained from a confidential source; 
however, it can be stated that the information is of such a nature as to indicate 
that two persons connected with this school may possibly have communistic 
background or leanings. 

The Veterans’ Administration stands ready to supply to the extent possible 
any further information which the subcommittee may desire. 

Sincerely yours, 
H. V. Hietey, Administrator. 


No, 2 


CARTOONISTS & ILLUSTRATORS SCHOOL, INC., 
New York, N. Y., January 16, 1956. 
Hon. Joun L. McCLELLAN, 
Chairman, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
of the Committee on Government Operations. 


Deak SENATOR McCLELLAN: Pursuant to your request the bursar informs me 
that the total moneys paid by Veterans’ Administration since September 7, 1947, 
to December 31, 1955, for the training of veterans under Public Law 346, 78th 
Congress, and Public Law 16, 78th Congress, for tuition fees, registration fees, 
and handling charges is $956,627.76. From September 1952 through December 
1955 the total amount of moneys received by the school from veterans training 
under Public Law 550, 80th Congress, for tuitions and registration fees was 
$220,084.86. 

The total of these items is $1,176,712.62. 

The total number of veterans who have attended this school from September 
7, 1947, to December 31, 1955, is 2,121. 

Respectfully yours, 
CHARLES F’. MoL&ANn, Registrar. 


No. 8 


RabDIO TELEVISION TECHNICAL SCHOOL, 
Allentown, Pa., January 6, 1956. 

PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATION OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 

Senate Office Building, Room 101, Washington, D. C. 
(Attention of Mr. Paul J. Tierney.) 

GENTLEMEN: This in reply to your request for certain information : 
Total amount of funds paid Radio Television Technical School by 

the Veterans’ Administration for training veterans under Public 

Law 346, 78th Congress, from July 1, 1949, to date $101, 706. 13 
Total amount of funds paid the Radio Television Technical School 

by the Veterans’ Administration for the training of veterans under 

Public Law 16, 78th Congress, since November 23, 1953_.....--.- 4, 052. 31 
Total amount of funds received from veterans for training under 

Public Law 550, 82d Congress, since September 8, 1952 109, 764. 82 


Total number of all veterans who have enrolled in the school since 
2G wren We aa eisiieciisecinticie tenisine erniitnenenccisineelleacciceinnmepemmnatitiae 596 


Very trul 
wa a Rosert W. Riepy, Director. 
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No. 4 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, January 17, 1956. 
Hon. JoHn L. MOCLELLAN, 
Chairman, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 
United States Senate, Washington, D.C. 

Dear SENATOR McCLeELxaN: In reply to the letter of January 13, 1956, from 
Mr. Robert F. Kennedy, chief counsel, and his subsequent telephone conversation 
with my office, there is enclosed a brief report of information from the public 
records, files, and publications of this committee concerning the California 
Labor School. 


Sincerely yours, 
THomas W. BEALE, Sr., Chief Clerk. 


INFORMATION FROM THE FILES OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


JANUARY 16, 1956. 
For: Hon. John L. McClellan, chairman, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations. 
Subject: California Labor School. 

The public records, files, and publications of this committee contain the fol- 
lowing information concerning the subject organization. This report should 
not be construed as representing the results of an investigation by or findings 
of this committee. It should be noted that the organization is not necessarily 
Communist or Communist-front, nor should any individuals who may be men- 
tioned herein be considered Communists, Communist sympathizers, or fellow 
travelers, unless otherwise indicated. 

The California Labor School has been cited by the United States Attorney 
General as being a subversive and Communist organization at 216 Market Street, 
San Francisco, Calif. (letters to the Loyalty Review Board, released, June 1 
and September 21, 1948). The school has also been redesignated by the At- 
torney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450 (memorandum to heads of 
Departments and Agencies, April 29, 1953). 

In a letter of January 16, 1947, addressed ‘To the Members of the State Board 
of Education,” C. J. Haggerty, secretary of the California State Federation of 
Labor, listed the AFL officials and unions who had “withdrawn their endorse- 
ment” of the California Labor School. He also enclosed a 16-page mimeo- 
graphed Report of the California State Federation of Labor on the California 
Labor School, by C. J. Haggerty,” which began and ended, as follows: 

“An examination of the personnel, the course of study, and the support re- 
ceived by the California Labor School, clearly indicates the control exerted 
by the Communist Party over its operations” (p. 1). 

‘“* * * the Department of Education of thé State of California must not * * * 
lend aid or comfort to a so-called school, whose sole purpose is to recruit mem- 
bers for the Communist Party and to train them in the ideals and philosophy 
of this party” (p. 16). 

An Associated Press article in the Evening Star of March 31, 1955 (p. A-3) 
reported that: 

“Attorney General Brownell today asked the Subversive Activities Control 
Board to order the California Labor School, Inc., of San Francisco to register 
as a Communist-front organization. 

“Mr. Brownell said the school was formed by the American Communist Party 
13 years ago as the Tom Mooney Labor Sehool. He alleged the party subsequent- 
ly changed the name when the school was incorporated ‘by party representa- 
tives’ in 1944. He said the school never deviated from, the Communist Party 
line.” 

The Federal Register of October 15, 1955 (p. 7799), carried a notice that, pur- 
suant to the Subversive Activities Control Act of 1950, a hearing on the regis- 
tration by the California Labor School, Inc., as a Communist-front organization 
would be held before the Subversive Activities Control Board in Washington, 
D. C., commencing November 7, 1955. 
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